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Tua & foundation of this abbey being 
at ſo early a period of Hiſtory, various 
and uncertain are the traditionary reports 

of it's origin: but, from the name, and 
other concurrent circumſtances, it is ge» 
nerally ſuppoſed to haye been * founded 
by Wulpherus king of the Mercians 
in 660, in favor of his daughter 

WeRBURGH'S inclination to a religious 
life, and aveiſion to the connubial ſtate. 
This was the celebrated St Werburgh, 
who following the example of her aunt, 


living immaculate with her huſband 


Ceolredus for three years. 


1 King's Vale Royal p. 26. fol, 
* Langhorne 8 Chronicle, 
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AFTER ws death of Wulphere, yielding 
to the preſſing ſolicitations of her uncle 
king Etheldred, ſhe accepted of the ſu- 

tendeney of ſeveral. Mercian mo- 
naſteries; died at Trentham, in Stafford- 
ſhire, and in compliance with her own 
particular requeſt, her remains were 
depoſited at Hanbury, in the ſame county; 
at which place the body lay undiſturbed 
for near a century; but on the approach 
of the Danes in 875, it was removed 
to Cheſter, as a place of ena Ts 


| their inſults. 3 © 


IT is conjectured, chat this monaſtery 
was ruined by the wars or injury of 
time; for Hiſtory relates, that in the 
reign of king Ethelſtan it was re-edified 
for ſecular cannons, by the noble Elfleda 
counteſs of Mercia; * it was afterwards 
more amply endowed by the munificente 
of the kings Edmund and Edgar, the earl 
'Leofric (huſband to the famous Godiva) 
and other benefactors; in honor of the 
_ and royal 3 * St N. 
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In the year 1693, at the inſtigation 
of the famous Anſelm + abbot of Bec 
in Normandy, Hugh Lupus -the firſt 
earl of Cheſter expelled from hence the 
ſeculars, and ſettled an abbot and convent - 
of Benedictine monks from the monaſtery 
of Anſelm, who was afterwards created 
archbiſhop of Canterbury. 

Tux revenues of this great abbey 
were, according to Dugdale 10031 156 
11d, to Speed 1073! 17s d, and by a 
ſurvey of the abbey, preſerved in the 
Harleian collection, it's extent was very 
conſiderable; ſurrounding the preſent ſquare 
and covering ſeveral parts of the adjacent 
grounds. 

Tais Hugh earl of Cheſter died the 
277 of July, 1107, in the | firſt year 
of the reign of Henry Iſt. 5 He was in- 
terred in the burying ground belonging 
to the abbey, but when his nephew 
Randle after the death of Richard, built 


B2 
4 Tanner. 8 Pennant. 6 Leyceſter, 
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the chapter-houſe, his body was removed 
to that elegant pile, as e eee 
honorable place. | | 


Epitaph of Hon Lyvvs. 


Although my corps it lies in _ | * 

And that my Acth conſumed | 

My picture here now that vou have 

An Earle ſometyme of this Citye. 

Hugh Lupe by name 

Sonne to the Duke af Brittayne 

Of chivalrye then being flower 

And Siſter's Sonne to William Conqueroar, * 
o the honour of God 1 did edifie 

>» The Foundation of this monaſterie 
The ninth year of this my foundation 

God changed my life to his heayenly manſion. 

Jn the yere of dur lord now being gone 

A thouſand one hundred and one 


+ changed d this life verily | | 
XVII Dale of July. OS 4 | 1 


His remains continued undiſturbed f 
til the year 1724, 7 when, in repairing 
the chapter-houſe, they were found in 
a ſtone coffin, wrapped in leather with 
a croſs on the breaſt, and at the head 
of the cofin a ſtone in the ſhape of a 
T, with the wolf's head in alluſion to his 


* Pennant, 
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name engraved thereon, Other coffins 
were diſcovered, of earls, their counteſſes, 
or of abbots. 

Tux following earls were interred 
here; Hugh 1101; Randle the firſt, or 
de Meſchina in 1128; Randle the ſecond 
or de Gernouns, who was poiſoned in 
1155, by William Peverel ; Hugh Cyvelioc, 
who died at Leek in 1181; Randle the 
third 'or de Blundeville, who died at 
Wallingford in 1232, where his bowels 
were interred: his heart was buried at 
the abbey of Dieulacres in Staffordſhire, 
and. his body brought to Cheſter: finally 
ohn Scott, who in 1237 underwent the 
fate as Randle the fecond. So that 
every ear] of the Norman line, was 
depoſited here, | excepting Richard Sen 
of Hugh Lupus, who periſhed by fhip- 
wreck in 1120. 9 


» Leyttſter, 


10. _ Abbots of 


Lt f ABBOTS. 


RicnarD, chaplain to Anſelm, was 
appointed firſt abbot on the foundation in 
1093. He died April 26, 1117, and was 
buried -in the eaſt angle or corner of 
the ſouth cloiſter, near the entrance into the 
north aile of the cathedral, which is 
now taken down. He was ſucceeded 
by £ ; 
WITIAM, who occurs abbot i in 1118. 
He died October 5th, 1140, and was 
buried in the ſame cloiſter at the head 
of his predeceſſor. He was ſucceeded by 

RaLen, in 1140. He died November 
16, 1157, and was buried in. the ſame 
cloiſter, on the left fide William: knd was 
ſucceeded by 

RokkRT FiTzZNIGEL who received the 
benediction December 6th, 1157. He 
died January 31, 1174, and was buried 
in the caſt cloiſter, under a marble on the 


: 


right hand of the entrance into the chapter- 
houſe. He was ſuppoſed to be of the 
family of the Fitznigels of Halton. 

RoperT the ſecond ſucceeded, being 
elected February zd, 1174, receiving the 
benediction two days after, at St John's 
church in the city of Cheſter. He 
died Auguſt 27, 1184. 

On his death, the king ſeized this 
abbey into his hands, kept it for two 
years, and then gave it to 

RopexxT de Hasrixos, July 13, 
1186, who received his benediction at 
Canterbury from archbiſhop. Baldwin. 

Tuts abbot was depoſed 1194, when 
there was a portion of twenty-nine marks 
allotted to him for his life. He lived 
not long after his depoſition, and dying 
in the convent was buried in the ſouth 
cloiſter at the head of the aforenamed 
William; where in the wall on the right 
fide are diſtinguiſhable three niches above 
the ruins of that cloiſter. Under the 
rubbiſh are three . marble ſtones, with 


images and croſiers thereon, On his 


depoſition 


- - * 
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GEOFRY, by the intereſt of his patron 
the earl of Cheſter, was appointed abbot. 
He died May 7th, 1208, and was buried 


in the chapter-houſe, on the left fide next 
the door, On his death 
Huben GryLLE was made abbot. 


He fied April 21, 1226, and was buried 
in the chapter-houſe, under the 2 
arch from the door, on the left ſide, 


the feet of Geofry. 


WILLIAM Max Mio ſucceeded, wh 
elected on the monday after St Jammer $ 


day, 1226, He died Auguſt 27, 1128, 


and was buried on the left ſide of his pre- 


deceſſor. 


WIA rER PyNCHBECK ſucceeded, who 


a received the benediction at London Sep- 


tember 29, 1228. He died June 22, 
1240, and was buried in the chapter-houſe, 


at the head of H. Grylle. 


RockR FRIIN Dp ſucceeded, and receiyed 


a the benediction September 21, 1240. He 
died September 23, 1249, and was buried 


in the veſtibulum of the chapter-houſe, 


st Werburgh. _. . 


under the ſecond arch from the door on 
the right fide. 

THOMAS CAPENHURST, being then 
prior, ſucceeded 1249. He died March 
238, 1265, and was buried at the head 

of his predeceſſor Roger. 

Sido de Alba Monaſteris, alias 
Whitchurch, ſucceeded; being elected 
April 17, and confirmed 24th, 1265. 
He died April 24, 1289, and was buried 
in the chapter-houſe on the ſouth fide, 
under a marble ſtone on an arch ſup- 
ported by ſix pillars. 

Ar this time the king had the mo- 
naſtery in his own hands two years: 
when he appointed | 

THOMAS BIRCHELSE V alias Lythelles, 
one of his chaplains, abbot, January 30, 
1291. He died in 1324, and was buried 
on the ſouth ſide of the choir where is yet 
a graveſtone that had his effigies on it 
in braſs, 

Im the year 1787, on opening a 
grave for the reception of the remains 

C 


14 Abbots f 
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of the late Dean Smith; a lead coffin 
was diſcovered with a ſhelving top, 
made after the antient form; on the 
opening of which, the legs, arms, head 
and even the features of the face of the 
corps, were found in a wonderful ſtate 
of preſervation: and by the place where 
it was interred, the habiliments, and cruci- 
fix, there is no reaſon to doubt of 
it being the remains of this abbot, who 
had been in the earth for the long 'period 
of 496 years! | 

WILLIAM de 1 — alias Bur- 
en, prior of this abbey, ſucceeded; 
being elected February 5th, 1324. He 
. procured to himſelf and ſucceſſors the 
Mitre in 1345, and next year got an 
exemption from the Biſhop of Lichfield's 
viſitation. He died November 20, 
1349, and was buried in the aile, on the 
ſouth ſide of the choir, on the right of his 
predeceſſor Birchelſey, where his graveſtone 
with his effigies on it was lately 
remaining. 
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RICHARD SEYNESBURY ſucceeded 1349- 
He was, about March 1362, deprived 
by the Pope for mal-adminiſtration. 

AT the time of this abbot's admini- 
ſtration, lived that famous hiftorian 
Ranulph Higden, who was a monk of 
this abbey. 

Thomas NewporT occurs in 1363. 
He died at Sutton, June 1ſt, 1 385, and was 
buried in the chapter-houſe, within the 
inner door, where his tomb was ſome 
time paſt diſcovered. 

WILLIAu de MERSHTON (formerly 
a Monk of this abbey) ſucceeded; being 
elected abbot July 30, 1385. He died 
January 13, 1386, and was buried in 
the ſouth aile, on the right of William 
de Bebington. 

Henry de Sora ſucceeded 1386. 


He occurs abbot 1410, and dying May 
10, 1411 or 17, was buried near the choir- 


entrance, on the north ſide the firſt great 
pillar on the ſouth, where his graveſtone 


C2 
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lately remained before a piece of painting 
| ; on the ſaid pillar, formerly called the 
_=_ piety of the Virgin Mary, of which ſome 
[- outlines were of late remaining. 
| | Tunis abbot ated in both a civil and 
eccleſiaſtical capacity, he being a Judge 
of Cheſter, 9 
|  Tromas YERDESLEY: The exact time 
of his coming is not yet diſcovered. It 
is plain he was abbot 1418 and 31. 
He died 1434 and was buried on the 
1 north {ide of the choir above St Werburgh's 
| ſhrine. | 
Jon SaugnaL ſucceeded in 1434, 

He died 1452, and was buried in St 
Mary's chapel, between. two pillars, 
where is ſtill remaining his graveſtone, 
which had his image on it in braſs. 
His ſucceſſor was | 

_ Ricyard OLDHam in 1452. He 
died 1485. He was alſo Biſhop of 


I . 


—— aw — 


9 Leyceſter, p. 174. 
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SIMON RIPLEY ſucceeded, being elected 
abbot in 1485. He was a great bene- 
factor to this church, and finithed the 
middle aile and tower. He died at 
Warwick Auguſt 30, 1492, was buried 
in the collegiate church there: and was 
ſucceeded by | | 

JohN BIRcHENSHAWw, who was made 
abbot by papal authority October gth, 
1493. He was I preſume a native of 
Wales, and was born near Conway; on 
the great bell of which church I met 
with this inſcription, intimating, as I 
ſuppoſe, that he gave it. | 


Ave fidelis anima Werburga ſanctiſ. ſpiritus felix 
in choro virginum. Ora pro nobis. 


Johannis Birchenſhaw 
Abbat. Ceſtrie. 


He occurs abbot 1512. In ſome wri- 
tings about twelve years after, he is ſaid 
to have been diſplaced, on account of 
ſome faction : and | 


i 
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Tous ByeHiLE alias Hyphild was 
appointed 1524; but was in 1529, ſet 
aſide : and 
THOMAS Mareznarr ſubſtituted in 
his place: but about the end of the ſame 
year, was forced to give way to the 
rightful abbot 

Joun Bikcyensnaw, who enjoyed it 
to 1535, and doubtleſs to the time of 
his death. His ſucceſſor was 

Trnomas CLARK, who occurs abbot 
1537, and at the time of the diſſolution 
in 1540, He was the next year made the 


firſt dean, but he held not his new office 


long : for he died in fix weeks, as I judge 
by the date of his will, and his ſuc- 
cellor's poſſeſſion of the deanry. 


As to lay-perſons interred here, I find 
John Arnway, who had been ten times ſuc- 
ceſſively Mayor of Cheſter, and died 1278: 
He is ſaid to be buried before St Leo- 
nard's altar, in the ſouth part of the church, 
Where he founded two chantry-chaplains ; 
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as is Richard de Capenhurſt ſaid to be 
buried before the high altar; he died in 
1349: and Richard de Manlegh, who died 


in 1366. They were doubtleſs bene- 


factors to the abbey, 

WHEN the Biſhoprick of Lichfield was 
made the metropolitan by order of Offa 
in 785, * that of Cheſter was incorporated 
therein. Peter was the only Biſhop of 
Lichfield, who removed the epiſcopal ſeat 
to Cheſter: he died after having enjoyed 
the Biſhoprick twenty years, and was 
interred in St John's Church in this city. 

St Joan's church was reputed the antient 
cathedral, * and was a magnificent fabric; 
it extended itſelf to the four points con- 
ſiderably farther than the preſent edifice, 
which has evidently been contracted in 
every part; the tower or ſteeple falling 
down in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
in 1574, it was removed from the middle 
to the weſt end. In the year 1581, the 


1 Pennant. 


2 From a MS, of Mr, Dodſworth's in the public 
Library, Oxford, | 
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pariſhioners having obtained the church 
from the Queen, rebuilt ſome parts of it, 
and cut off all the chapels above the 
choir: when this church was in perfect 
repair, it ſeems to have been, in reſpe&t* 
to ſize, equal to St Werburgh's. 


—— ee ee ee RO 
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" HavinG now done with the account 
of the abbey, I come to ſpeak of this 
Church, ſince it was made a cathedral: and 
' ſhall begin with giving an account of 

it's endowments. gs 5 

5 , T4 $6. . 


Endowments of \the B1sHoPRICK: of 


CuzsTER by King Henry VI. 
© yo 1541. c 1 


THE KING grants to the Biſhop of 
Cheſter, by him newly erected, Cheſter 
and Richmond archdeaconries, with all 


their appurtenances, rights, Sc. the 
manors of abbots-Cotton co. Cheſter; 
lands in the pariſh of St Mary, St 
Martin, St Michael, St Werburgh, 
and holy Trinity, in Cheſter; lands in 

Mancot, Hawarden, Chriſtleton, Nant- 
wich, Northwich, Middlewich, Over, 
Willaſton, Neſton, Heſwall, Bidſton, 
Sandbach, Thornton, Eccleſton, Roſt- 
horn, and Davenham; parcel of St 
Werburgh's late Monaſtery; the advow- 
ſon of Over Rectory; penſions iſſuing 
out of Handley Rectory, Bud- 
worth Chapel, and Biditon Rectory; 
parcel of Birkenhead Abbey; advowſons 
of Tattenhall and Waverton; Rectories 
of Clapham, Efingweld, Thornton-Stuart, 
Bolton in Lonſdale, Bolton le Moor, and 
the Prebend of Bolton le Moor in Litch- 
field Cathedral; the Manor of Weſton 
co. Derby: Habend. to the Biſhop and 
his ſucceſſors. Tefte Auguſt 5th. 

Mr WHARTON remarks, that Cheſter 
Biſhoprick was firſt founded July 16> 

D | 
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1541, but, on ſome miſtakes, a new 
Charter was granted on Auguſt 5th. 


Alienations of Lanps of Cheſter 
BIiSHOPRICK. 


—— ———— 


AS HENRY VIII. conferred theſe 
eſtates on John Bird, whom he made 
firſt Biſhop of Cheſter, ſo he the ſaid 
John Bird conveyed them all back again 
to Henry VIII, parting with all the 
. demeſnes and royalties, and accepting, 
In lieu thereof, impropriations and Rec- 
tories, which is the ſole Endowment 
of this ſee at this day; there being not 
one acre belonging to it of temporalities, 
except the epiſcopal palace of Cheſter. 
The eſtates he had on his exchange, 
as ſpecify'd in the patent, which bears 
date January 8th, 1546, 38 Henry VIII. 
Part 5th, are as follows: 
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Tu King, in conſideration of Weſton, 
and. other manors, grants to John 
Biſhop of Cheſter, the following Rectories 
and advowſons of the vicarages of Cot- 
ingham co. York; Kirkby, Ravenſworth, 
Patrick-Brompton, Wirklington, Rib- 
cheſter, Chipping, Mottram, Bradley co, 
Stafford; Caſtleton co. Derby, Wallazy, 
Weverham, Backford, Bowden; yielding 
and paying as a chief rent, 151. 19s. gd. 
By this exchange, theſe Rectories being 
valued at as much as the manors, there 
was little deducted for the firſt-fruits, it 
paying ftill 4211. 1s. 8d, 

THz value of the eſtates, on founding 
the Biſhoprick, was as follows: 


i 
Abbots- Cotton e 
Cheſter Nunnery eſtates 91 2 8 
Weſton Manor 84 1 9 
Bidſton Rectory 6 13 4 
Cheſter Archdeaconry 115 © © 
Richmond Archdeaconry 172 0 0 


—yB— — 


U 


In all 488 9 


= 
4 
«4 
* 
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lands of other Biſhopricks; there being 
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Bur repriſals, and other limited pay- 


ments out of it, reduced it to conſiderably 
leſs than gool, per an. 


--In the archives at Lambeth is an 
account of all the eſtates of every 
Biſhoprick, as. they were diſperſed and 
ſold in the · time of the anarchy and con- 
futon in 1649. There are theſe recounted 


belonging to this ſee, which are, as I 


am informed, every eſtate the Biſhop has. 


Llangathen impropriation Llanpeblic R, | 


little Budworth R. Caſtleton R. co. 
Derby, Bowden R, Mottram R. Arleton 
R. co.- Cumberland. Boulton le Moor 
R. Cartmel R. Childwall R. Chipping 
R. Ribcheſter R. Cottingham R. Eling- 
wood R. Kirkby-Ravenſworth R. Patrick- 
Brompton R. Thornton-Stuart R. 


Weverham R. Bidſton R. Wallaſey R. 


Backford R. Over R. Bradley R. co. 
Stafford, Bolton R. Clapham R. In all 
twenty-five impropriations. 

Axp that there were no demeſnes 
belonging to this, appears by the ſale of 


2 


. 
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only fold of Cheſter Biſhoprick, in 1650, | 
tle Archdeacon's houſe near St John's 
church Cheſter, September 27, to Adam 
Banks, for g1l. 18s. 4d. beſides the 
epiſcopal palace at Cheſter, December 
13, 1650, to Robert Maller and William 
Richardſon, for 10981.- ſo that the total 
of the ſale of the lands of this Biſhoprick 
amounted only to 1129]. 18s. d. 

TE Biſhop of Cheſter is patron. of 
his fix prebends, two archdeaconries, 
and about thirty livings, all in his own 
dioceſe, except theſe following; Llangathen 
V. co, Carmarthen, Llanpeblic V. co, 
Carnarvon, Caſtleton V. co. Derby. 
Eſingwold V. co. York, in York dioceſe, 
and Bradley le Moor co. Stafford ; but 
this laſt the Biſhop has neglected to 
preſent to for ſeveral years. Many of 
theſe livings, as Cottingham, Mottram, 
Ribcheſter, Chipping, Cc, were noble 
| benefices before Henry VIIIth's time, 
who in a more ſacrilegious manner than 
the religious houſes had done, ſtrip'd 


r 
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' - ſeveral of the beſt Rectories of their 
\.endowments, and reduced them to mean 
ſtipendiary Curacies. ; 


Endowment of the Dean and 
CHAPTER of CHESTER. 


" Wy 


THE KING grants to the dean and 
chapter of Cheſter the manors of Hun- 
tington, and Sutcon, the laſt in Wirrall 
Hund. Upton, Bromborough, Irby, Ince, 
Saighton, Barnſhaw, Fernell cum per- 


_Zinentiis; lands in Backford, Huntington, 


Calveley, Sutton, Bromborough, Upton» 


Boughton, Newton, Wyrvin, Croughton, 


Stamford, Chriſtleton, Chorleton, Lee, 
Morton, Saughal, Shotwick; right of 


| fiſhery in Dee, as cuſtomary, appertaining 


to ſeveral of theſe places; Rectories of 
Shotwick, Bromborough, Upton, Weſt- 
kirkby, Preſtbury, great and little Neſton, 
Willaſton, and Ince, parcel of Cheſter 
late monaſtery; tythes in St Oſwald's 


9 2 S LL. 2 
8 »d 
3822 
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pariſh in Cheſter city; Rectory and 
advowſon of Cambden co. Glouceſter; - 
penſion of gol. - iſſuing out of Rufford 
manor co. Lancafter; penſions out of 
Chriſtleton, and out of the churches of St 
Mary and St Peter in Cheſter city, 
Bebington, Eaſtham, Weſtkirkby, Thur- 
ftaton, Doddleſtone, Coddington, Tat- 
tenhall, Waverton, Handley, Aſtbury, 
and Northenden ; advowſons of Chriſtleton, 
with St Mary's and St Peter's in Cheſter 
city, Bebington, Thurſtanton, Weſtkirby, 
Doddleſton, Coddington, Handley, Aſt- 
bury, and Northendon; advowſons of the vi- 
carages of Neſton, Preſtbury, St Oſwald 
in Cheſter, and Eaſtham, with all lands, 
Ec, belonging to thoſe: places, which 
were ever parcel of Cheſter late abbey: 
habend. to them and their ſucceſſors in 
puram & perpetuam Elymoſynam, Auguſt 5, 

TE value of theſe lands, at founding, 
was as follows. | 


J. $ 4. 
Impropriations of Huntington, 
and Calveley manors 49 9 4 


* 
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Sutton manor | 11 12 2 
Upton | 21 11 4 


In Boughton, Newton, Wyrvin, 
Croughton, Backford, Chor- 
leton, Stamford, Chriftleton 104 18 2 
In Moſton, Saughall, cv. Ce. 


cum vico Malbanc 67 18 11 
Bromborough manor 1 16 7 
Bebington cum Eaſtham 21 18 6 
Ireby manor 27 17 7 
Ince cum Membris . 223-2... x 
Summa Total. Temporal. 563 3 8 


Spiritualia. St Oſwald's Cheſter, 
Preſtbury, Ince, Campden, 
Shotwick, Upton, Neſton, 
cum penſionibus eccleſiarum 358 10 2 

Total of both amounted to 921 13 10 
Bur out of theſe perquiſites, by the 

foundation, the Chapter was to pay 

per an, 

To the Dean 00 0.0 

To ſix Prebendaries, 201. each 120 0 0 

To fix Minor-Canons, 10l. 
each 60 Oo © 
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The poſpel- and epiſtle reader 
at the altar, 6l. 1 38. 4d. each 13 6 8 
Four ſtudents at Oxford, 6l. 138. 


4d. each es 4 lf + 
Maſter of the Choriſters 10 © 0 
Eight Choriſters, 31. 6s. 8d. each 26 13 4 
Maſter of the grammar ſchool 16 13 4 
Secend maſter 8 o o 
Twenty four ſcholars, 2]. 68. Wed 

8d. each 80 0.0 
Six almſmen, Gl. 13s. 4d. each 40 0 0 
In alms | 20 0 0 
In reparations they were alſo 


to expend | 20 0 0 
They were to pay for firſt- fruits 106 16 5 
And afterwards the tenths of 

them annually. — — 

So that 9211. 13s. Iod. being thus ac- 
counted for, there remain'd 2731. 85. gg. 
undiſpoſed of. 

In the Library of Sir Thomas Sebright, 
inter MSS clariſſimi Edvardi Llhyd, fol, 
111. is tranſcribed a copy of the ſtatutes of 
the cathedral of Chriſt- Church, and the 
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bleſſed virgin Mary of Cheſter, as given 
by King Henry VIII, and afterwards 
alter'd by Queen Elizabeth, an. reg. 27. 

NoveEMBER 20, 1550, William 
Cliff, Dean, of - Cheſter, ſurrender'd up 
the manor of Idenſhaw; and 1553, 
May 14, had a licence granted him 
to alienate the manors of Huntington 


and Calveley to Sir Robert Cotton. 


After which, 1580, an. 22, Eliz. the 
Queen recall'd the old charter of this 
Chapter, and by her letters patent took 
away from them December 22. ſeveral 


of their beſt eſtates, particularly Cambden, 


and endowed them with ſome ſmall fee- 
farm- rents and impropriations, no ways 
improveable, as their old demeſnes were. 
The whole amounts to 1000l. per an. 
out of which the old rate for firlt-fruits 


and annual Tenths, being 1061. was ſtill 


reſerv'd. In this new charter of dona- 
tion, it is called, Hecleſia Chriſti & Sanctæ 
Mariæ Ceſtriæ. The Dean and Chapter 
of Cheſter preſent to no Livings any 
where, except in Chethire, 
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BISHOPS of CHESTER, 


JOHN BRD, S8. T. P. who had, 
on account of ſome ſermons he prea ch'd 
againſt the Pope's ſupremacy, recom- 
mended himſelf ſo much to king Henry 
the VIIIth's favour, as to be made 
Biſhpp of Bangor, was by that Prince 
tranſlated hither, on his founding this 
Biſhoprick, Auguſt 5th, 1541. At which 
time it was made ſuffragan to Canterbury; 
but April 13 following, in 1542, it was 
ſubject to York, and Biſhop Bird made 
his profeſſion of obedience to that Arch. 
biſhop. I have already noted, that in 1546, 
he granted away all the manors and de- 
meſnes of this Biſhoprick, and accepted 
of impropriatio:is in lieu thereof. But 
notwithſtanding this grant, in which no 
doubt he got conſiderably from the 
courtiers, he was in 1553, on Queen 
| E 2 
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Mary's acceſſion to the crown, fo 
much in debt, that he owed 1087). 188. 
for tenths and ſubſidies, which was a 
great ſum in thoſe times, and would 
poſſibly have been ſcarcely remitted him, 
but thro? his intereſt with Biſhop Bonner, 
with whom he complied in every reſpect, 
as he had done in all changes of govern- 
ment and religion, and ſo would doubt- 
leſs have been ſuffered to keep his 
Biſhoprick, had he not broke his vow 
of celibacy, which was (as our re&ords 
mention) the occaſion of his Deprivation, 
in 1554. After which retiring to London, 
and being by Biſhop Bonner (to whom 
he became a ſuffragan) made Rector of 
great Dunmow in Eſſex, died there, in 
the 81ſt year of his age, and was buried 
in the church of Dunmow (as I learn 
from a MS. note of Bale) without any 
memorial, So that what the Cheſter 
wricers intimate of his death and 
burial among them in the cathedral, 
in 1556, ſeems entirely a miſtake, and 
to relate rather to his ſucceſſor. 
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Geronce Cores, S. T. P. Maſter 
of Baliol-College, Oxford, and rector of 
one of the Medieties of Cotgrave, co» 
Nottingham, who became conſecrated 
Biſhop of this ſee April iſt, 1554, on 
the vacancy, as *tis expreſſed in the 
patents, by the voluntary reſignation of 
John Bird, late Biſhop. He died at 
Cheſter, as I judge by ſome 'notes I 
have ſeen, about January 1555, and was 
obſcurely buried in the Cathedral, near 
the Biſhop's throne. Fox accuſes him, 
in his Acts and Monuments (where fee ſome 
account of his predeceſſor Bird, vol. III. 
p-. 259, and 260.) about the condemna- 
tion of one Marſh, who was a martyr 
at thoſe times, and villiſies his memory: 
Tho', by what I can diſcover, he was 
a good man, and a moſt learned divine, 
only poſſeſſed with an over-warm zeal 
for his religion, which was the caſe of 

CuTrBEeRT Scorr, S. T. P. maſter 
of Chriſt's-College, Cambridge, and pre- 
bendary of Vork, who ſucceeded him in 
the Biſhoprick, the temporalities of which 
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he received April 24, 1556. Being a 
zealous catholick, he was ſoon after 
Queen Elizabeth's acceſſion to the crown 
deprived, and for ſome time impriſon'd 
in the Fleet, for his religion; after 
which retiring beyond ſeas to Lovain, 
he there ended his days. On his deprivation 
WILLIAM Dowxnam, A. M. arch- 
deacon of Brecknock, and prebendary of 
| Weſtminſter, was confecrated Biſhop. y 

May 4th, 1561. He died December 3d, 

1577, and was buried December 8th, 

in the choir of this cathedral, with the 

* following inſcription on his graveſtone, 

on a Plate of Braſs, long ſince periſhed. 


Guilelmi Downham, qui ter ſex claruit annos, 

Praeſul in hoc tumulo flebile corpus ineſt. 

Bis triginta & bis ſex vixit, vixiſſet & ultra 

Mulcorum poſſint fi valuere preces. 

Inſignis pietate pater, ſolamen amicis, 
Pauperibus ſtricta non fuit ille manu. 


3 | MDLXXVII. Decembris 31. 


Tris Biſhop left behind him two learned 
ſons, both eminent writers, and gradua- 
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ted in divinity, one of which was pre- 
bendary of this cathedral. His ſucceſſor, 
after near two years vacancy (which I 
wonder at, becauſe this church had no 
demeſnes to alienate) was 
WILLIA CHADERTON, S. T. P. 
archdeacon of York, warden of Man- 
cheſter-College, prebendary of York, 
Weſtminſter, and Southwell, confirmed 
Biſhop November 57th, and conſecrated 
November gth, 1579. He was in 1595, 
tranſlated to Lincoln, in which dioceſe he 
purchaſed an eſtate at Southoe in Hun- 
tingdonſhire, a mile off his epiſcopal 
palace of Buckden; where living alto- 
gether, he let the houſes belonging to 
his ſee go much to ruin. He died at 
Southoe April 11, 1608, and was next 


day, as I diſcovered in the pariſh-regiſter 


of Southoe, * interred in that chancel; 
tho? there is not the leaſt memorial, or 
graveſtone, erected for him, or any of 
his family, who have been long ſince gone 
from Southoe, Sir John Harrington tells 
us, he had iſſue only one daughter, for 
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whom he amaſs'd a great fortune, and 
married her to Sir R. Brook, bart. of 
Norton, tho' it was not a happy match, 
they living ſeparate. While he ſate Biſhop 
here, he was a great encourager of the 
puritanical exerciſe of propheſying. On 
| Biſhop Chaderton's tranſlation to Lincoln, 
_- Hvcn BELTLIOT, S. T. P. Rector of 
'Tydde, co. Cambridge, and Vicar of 
Gresford co. Denbigh, and at length 
Biſhop of Bangor, was preferred from 
that ſee hither June 25, 1595, and had 
the temporalities reſtored October 27, 
following. He died ih leſs than a year, 
at Birſe, near Wrexham, in Wales, about 
June 13, 1596, and was buried at Wrex- 
ham, co. Denbigh (his funeral being ſolem- 
nized at Cheſter, June 22,) with this 
inſcription on his monument, affixed to 
the ſouth wall in Wrexham chancel: 


Zub certa ſpe glorioſe reſurrectionis, hie in 
domino obdormivit rever:ndus in Chriſto pater 
Hugo Bellot, Sacre Theologiæ Doctor; ex an- 
tiqua familia Bellotorum de Morton in Com. 
- Cefrie oriundus: Quem ob ſingularem in Deum 
Pietatem, vita integritatem, prudentiam, & 
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doctrinam, Regina Elizabetha primum ad epiſ- 
copatum Bangorenſem in quo x annos ſedit, 
poſtea ad epiſcopatum Ceſtrienſem tranſtulit; ex 
quo, poſt paucos menſes, Chriſtus in cœleſtem 
patriam evocavit An. Dom. 1596. ZEtatis ſuæ 


54. Cuthbertus Bellot fratri optimo & cha- 
riſſimo meſtiflimus poſuĩt. 


In ſome accounts I have ſeen, he is 
reported to have had fo ſtrict a venera- 
tion for the celebacy of the prieſthoods 
as never to permit a woman to inhabit 
or lie in his houſe, His ſucceſſor in both 
ſees, not only in Bangor, but in this, was 

RIc HARD VAUGHAN, S. T. P. arch. 
deacon of Middleſex, and cannon of Wells, 
who became tranſlated from Bangor hither 
May 16, 1597, and was enthronized at 
Cheſter November 10, following, While 
he ſate here, being a man of a publick 
ſpirit, he very much promoted the repa- 
ration of his cathedral, as he had before 
done at Bangor, and cauſed the Bells to 
be new caſt, and hung in the great 
tower; as he had all the welt roof to 
be new leaded, and the timber-work to 
'be repaired, He was about December 


F 
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1604, tranſlated to London, where he 


died March 30, 1607, and was buried 


in- that cathedral, without any memorial. 
In - Holland's Hereologia is a picture of him, 
and ſome account of his writings. On 
his tranſlation to London, 

GrorGE LLoyp, S. T. P. rector of 
Thornton and Bangor, in this dioceſe, 
and Biſhop of the Iſle of Man, was tran- 
ſlated hither January 14, 1604. He died 


at Thornton, and was buried in the ca- 
thedral, near Biſhop Downham, with this 


inſcription on a plate of braſs, long ſince 
ſtolen of his graveſtone, 


Immatura mors hoc concluſit ſepulcro cor. Georgii 
Lloyd, cujus memoria reveretur Ceſtria; natione 
fuit Cambr. educatione Cantabrig. Theologiæ 
Doctor, Theologorum Ductor; Sodorenſi præfuit, 
& profuit epiſcopat. quingennio præfectus pacto; 
mater Angliz repetiit prolem, & dignatus eſt finu 
Epiſcopatus Ceſtr. ubi undecim meſſibus non ſine 
procellis dolorum elapſis quinquageſimo quinto 
ætatis ſuz anno, & primo die menſis Auguſti, 
An. Dom. 1615. lachrymatus lachrymandus obiitz 
nec pudet vitz, nec piget mortis. 


After his death, 
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GERRARD MassiE, S. T. P. rector of 
Wigan, was nominated by King James 
to this ſee, who going up to London, 
to ſettle matters in order to his conſecra- 
tion, died there Janvary 16, 1615, and 
was buried in St. Mary le Savoy church, 
in Weſtminſter, without - any memorial. 
Le Neve tells us he was nominated Biſhop 
in 1018, after Biſhop Moreton ; whereas 
it is evident he was deceaſed long before 
the election of 

Thomas MortTon, S. T. P. Dean 
of Wincheſter, rector of Stockport in this 
dioceſe, which bears date May 16, 1616» 
as does his confirmation July 5th, and 
conſecration July 5th, following. He was 
in 1618, tranſlated to Litchfield, - and 
thence to Durham. On his quitting 
this ſee, 

JohN BriDGman, S. T. P. rector of 
Wigan and Bangor in this dioceſe, pre- 
bendary of Lichfield and Peterborough, 
became elected Biſhop March 15, 1618. 
In Prince's Worthies of Devonſhire, is 
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ſome account of his life, he being born 
at Exeter: Tho' that author, and other 
writers, are all miſtaken as to his death 
in 1648, or 1649, and burial at Cheſter; 


whereas he did not die till I652, as A. 


Wood tells us, or rather, as I have lately 
been informed, till 1657, or 1658. When 
departing this life at his ſon's houſe at 
Moreton, near Oſweſtry, in Shropſhire, 
he was buried at Kinnerſly church, near 
Moreton aforeſaid, with this inſcription 
on a blue ſtone in the chancel, without 


any date upon it. ' 


Hic jacet ſepultus Johannes Bridgman, 
epiſcopus Ceſtrienſis. 


Wurrcnu is thought too obſcure, 
Cauſed his great-grandſon to erect a hand- 
ſome monument againſt the chancel north 
wall, with this inſcription on it: 


M. 8. reverendi admodum viri Johannis 
Bridgman, Epiſcopi Ceſtrienſis; qui iniquitate tem- 
porum, quibus factio & uſurpatio valebant, ab 
epiſcopali ſede depulſus, ad des filii - ſui, apud 
Moreton, ſe contulit; ubi latens pictati precibu- 


ſque W & tandem ſuaviter dormiebat in 
I, 4 ; * 
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Chriſto; cujus reliquizz mortales ſub marmore - 
juxta hunc parietem locate in reſurrectionem 
ſupremo Die tuturam, & omnibus D o per fidem 
inſervientibus reconduntur. In memoriam proavi 
ſui optime meriti hoc Monumentum poluit 
Johannes Bridgman, Barronettus, 21 Die De- 


cembris, An. Dom. 1719. | 


His ſucceſſor was 

BRIAN WALTON, S, T. P. prebendary 
of St. Paul's cathedral, and rector of St. 
Martin's Organ, London, and Sandon in 
Eſſex, conſecrated December 2d, 1660. 
He died November 29, 1661, and was buried 
in St. Paul's cathedral, London, with this 
inſcription on his monument, affixed againſt 


the ſouth wall on one ſide the choir: 


Manet hic noviſſimam reſuſcitatus Angeli tubam 
Brianus Waltonus, olim Ceſtrienſis epiſcopus. 
Epitaphium aliud ne quzras, viator, cui datum 
et, vel iptum nomen epitaphium; Quod ſi ex- 
plicatius velis famam conſule, non Jumulum 
interim hic ille eſt, fi neſcire fas eſt, doctor 
eximius; Qui ſub nupera tyrannide laboranti eccleſiæ 
ſuppetias cum primis tulit; Clero a rebelli profa- 
naque plebe conculcato improperium abſtulit, 
religioni apud nos reformatæ ac profeſſæ gloriam 
attulit, dum freme (fremente licet Gehenna) 
Biblia Polyglotta ſummo pre c#teris ſtudio excoluit, 
et excudi procuravit. Inde fibi utrumque teſta - 
* promeruit monumentum, et maximis 


- 
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impenſis poſuit, quare longo titulorum ſyrmate 

ſuperbire non indiget, qui nomen jam ſeriptum 


habet in libro vitæ. /Etatis Lx11, Deceſſit, vigiliis 
ſancti Andreæ, conſecrationis primo, Salutis 1661. 


HENRY FERNE, S. T. P. maſter of 
Trinity-College, Cambridge, dean of Ely, 
archdeacon of Leiceſter, and rector of 
Medbourne in that county, ſucceeded, 

being conſecrated in February 1661. He 
li died March 16, and was buried in St. 
| 
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Edmond's chapel in Weſtminſter abby, 
with this inſcription on his graveſtone: 


Hic jacet Henricus Ferne, S. T. P. Johannis 
Ferne militis, civitat. Eborac. a ſecretis, filius 
natu octavus; collegii S. S. Trinitatis, Cantabr. 
præfectus, ſimul Ceſtrienſis epiſcopus; ſedit 5 
tantum ſeptimanis. Obiit Mczrtii 16, A. D. 
1662, /Etatis 59s 


His ſucceſſor was 

GROROGE HALL, S. T. P. archdeacon 
of Cornwall and Canterbury, canon of 
Exeter and Windſor, vicar of Minhenet 
in Cornwall, and of St. Buttolph's Alderſ- 
gate, London, conſecrated May 11, 1662. 
He died Auguſt 23, 1668, and was buried 
at Wigan in Lancaſhire, of which church 


„ . FF -w! e ee, 


Cheſter, 43 


——— — — — — — 


he was alſo rector, as I ſaw by an entry 
of his burial in that pariſh-regiſter, where 
is laid over him, within the communion- 
rails, a black marble graveſtone, bearing 
this inſcription : 


Ne mentiretur Epitaphium Marmori ſuo hoc in- 
ſcriptum voluit Georgius Hall, SS. T. P. eccleſiæ Dei 
ſervus inutilis fed cordatus, D. Joſephi Hall, præ- 
ſulis pientiſſimi, primo Exonienſis, dein Norvicenſis, 
ſcriptis ſemper victuri, filius: (imo umbra potius) 
ſex inter ſeptemque annos ſedit, non meruit, 
Ceſtriæ Epiſcopus. Denatus ætatis ſuæ anno LV, 
Chriſti vero 1668. Conſumar, modo in dome 
Dei ardeam luceamq. 


In the cathedral of Cheſter is erected 
this inſcription verbatim to his memory ; 
tho' *tis plain it is but a cœnotaph there, 
and that his real body lies in Wigan 
chancel; where alſo his wife was buried, 
who deceaſed the year after him. She 
gave a benefaction to Wigan town, and 
has on that account her name put upon 
a tablet, where ſhe is call'd erroneouſly 
a lady. His ſucceſſor was 
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ont WIE Ixs, S. T. P. (warden of 
Wadham-College, Oxon, in Oliver 
Crom well's time, whoſe ſiſter he had 
married, and after the Reſtoration, dean 
of Rippon, and prebendary of York) 
conſecrated November 15, 1668. He 
died November 19, and was buried De- 
cember 12. 1672, in the church of St. 
Laurence Jewry, London, of which he 
had been miniſter, without any memorial, 
leaving behind him the character of having 
been an univerſal ſcholar. His ſucceſſor 
was | „ | 
Jo PRARSON, S. T. P. maſter of 
Trinity-College, Cambridge, prebendary 
of Sarum and Ely, and archdeacon of 
Surry, (which laſt he held in commendam 
with the rectory of Wigan in Lanca- 
ſhire, as his two predeceflors had done 
Wigan rectory ) conſecrated February gth, 
1672. This excellent Biſhop, whoſe me- 
mory will live by his learned expoſition 
on the creed, died July 16, 1686, and 
was buried without the leaſt inſcription 
or graveſtone, within the communion rails 
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of his own cathedral. In his will, dated 
January 2d, 1677, (which has a codicil 
added to it, dated June 18. 1685), he 
gave twenty pounds to the poor of St. 
Oſwald's in Chefter city, twenty pourids 
to great Snoring poor, in his native 
county of Norfolk, and a hundred pound 
to his nephew Dr. Thane, who was then 
archdeacon of Cheſter. On his death, 
Tous CarTwrIcur, S. T. P. 
vicar of Walthamſtow and Barking in 
Eſſex, prebendary of London, Wells, and 
Durham, was conſecrated to this ſee, with 
licence to hold Wigan rectory in com- 
mendam, October 17, 1686. This Biſhop, 
who had run the lengths of King James 
II. and was by him nominated to the 
ſee of Sarum, died April 15, 1689, in 
the city of Dublin in Ireland ; being glad 
to quit the realm at the revolution, where 
he had render'd himſelf obnoxious. He 
was buried in Chriſt-Church collegiate 
church in Dublin, without any memorial, 
as 1 am informed from thence; leaving 
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behind him a ſon, who was prebendary 
of Worceſter, but forced to leave it and 
the kingdom for his extravagances. His 
ſucceſſor in this ſee was 

Nichor As STRATFORD, S. T. P. 
conſecrated September 15, 1689. He wag 
rector of Llanſanfrayd ſinecure, co. Mont- 
gomery, and otherwiſe beneficed; an ac- 
count of which being given in the in- 
ſcription put on his monument in this 
cathedral, I ſhall thither refer for the 
character of this worthy prelate; whoſe 
conſtant reſidence in this diocefe will 
render his memory precious to poſterity ;. 
as will his zeal in repairing his cathe- 
dral render him to this city, beyond what 
is ſaid of him in his epitaph, which is 
inſcribed on a copartment of white marble 
on the north fide of the high altar, being 
the only remaining monument of any Biſhop- 
interred in this church, (excepting Biſhop 
Peploe's); Biſhop Hall's being, as already 
obſerved, only a cænotaph. The inſcription 
is. as follows; 
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Nicholaus Stratford, 8. T. P. Natus apud 

Hempſtead in Com. Hartf. An. 1633. Factus 

eſt Coll. S. S. Trinitatis, Oxon. Soctus, 1656. 

Collegii Chriſti, apud Mancunium in Com. Lan- 
caſter Guardianus, 1667. Santz Margaret - 

Leiceſtriæ, in eccl. Lincoln. Prebendarius, 1670. 

Eccleſie Aſaphenſis Decanus, 1673. In eccleſia 

de Aldermanbury, Londin. Concionator, 1683. 

Eccl. de Wigan Rector, & Ceſtriæ Epiſcopus, 

1689. Mortuus eſt 12. die Februarii, 1706-7. 

Ex vita per 18 annos hic ſanctiſſime inſtituta 

memoriam fibi reliquit omni marmore perenni- 

orem. Reformatam fidem eruditis contra ponti- 

ficios ſcriptis ſtrenue aſſeruit eccleſiæ defenſor 

prius quam pater. Illorum quos adeptus eſt ho- 

norum nullos ambiit, nonnullos ſponte depoſuit. 

Divitiarum aden, erat non cupidus, ut poſt 40 

annos inter dignitates eccleſiaſti cas, exactos rem 

fibi relictam non ſolum non auxerit, ſed intu- 

| endis eccleſiæ ipfi creditz juribus eam libentiſſime 
| f imminuerit morum ſimplicitate, charitate in om- 
nes, pietate in Deum, erat plane primeva epiſ- 

| copale munus ea fide adminiſtravit ut qui ordi- 
, nem non agnoſcerent, virum faterentur eſſe re- 


vera apoſtolicum ; laboribus magis quam annis 

fractus occubuit, a Chriſto cui ſoli ſerviebat 

promiſſum diſpenſatori 'fido premium laturus. 

Gulielmus Stratford, 8. T. P. Filius unicus 

|  Archidiaconus Richmondi, ædis Chriſti apud 
Oxon. canonicus, optimo parenti P, 


His ſucceſſor was 
Sir WiLLiam Dawes, S. T. P. ba- 
ronet, firſt fellow of St. John's College, 
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Oxford, and afterwards maſter of Ka- 
therine-Hali, Cambridge, prebendary of 
Worceſter, dean of Bocking co. Eſſex, 
who became conſecrated to this ſee Feb- 
Tuary Sch, 170%. He was February 26» 
1713, tranſlated to York, and ſucceeded 
by | 

Francis GASTRELL, S. T. P. prea- 
cher of Lincoln's-Inn, and canon of 
Chriſt-Church, Oxford, born at Slapton in 
Northamptonſhire, conſecrated in Somer- 
ſet chapel, April 4th. 1714. In conſide- 
ration of the revenues of this biſhoprick 
being ſmall, he was allowed to hold his 
canonry of Chriſt-church in commendam ; 
at which time he reſigned his place of 
preacher of Lincoln's-Inn. * 

Tris Biſhop gave many public proofs 
of his hearty concern for the true intereſt 
of religion, and it was evidently in that 
ſpirit he publiſhed, in 1707, his exccllent 
piece entitled, The Chriitian Inſtitutes, 
or, the ſincere word of God Sc.“ 


* Biographical Dictionary, vol. 5. 


Cheſter 49 

———— —— CCLICCI—— 
He engaged in a very remarkable 
conteſt with the archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
about the force and quality of the degrees 
granted in virtue of his metropolitical power. 
The occaſion was this; The preſentation 
to the place of warden of the collegiate- 
church of Mancheſter in Lancaſhire fall- 
ing to the crown, his majeſty king 
| George I, nominated thereto Mr. Samuel 
Peploe, vicar of Preſton in the ſame 
county (who was his ſucceſſor in the 
biſhoprick). But that gentleman, being 
then only maſter of arts, found himſelf . 
obliged by the charter of the college, to 
take the degree of batchelor of divinity, 
as a neceſſary qualification to hold the 
wardenſhip, To that end having been 
bred at Oxford, where he had taken his 
former degrees, he went thither in order 
to obtain this, and had actually prepared 
the beſt part of his exerciſe for that pur- 
poſe, when he was called to Lambeth, 
and there created batchelor of divinity, 
by the archbiſhop, who thought the uni- 
yerſity ought, in reſpect to the royal no- 


mination, to diſpenſe with the uſual exerciſe. 
With this title, he applied to Dr. Gaſtrel, 
in whoſe dioceſe the church of Mancheſter 
lies, for inſtitution. But the biſhop being 
perſuaded, that his degree was not a ſuffi- 
eient qualification in this caſe, refuſed to 
admit him; and obſerved to him, that 
being in all reſpects qualified to take his 
degree regularly in the univerſity, he might 
proceed that way without any danger of 
being denied, and that, however, if he 
deſired any favour uſually indulged to 
other perſons, he would endeaver to obtain 
it for him, and did not doubt but the 
univerſity would grant it. * On the other 
hand, Mr. Peploe inſiſted on his qualifi- 
cation by the archbiſhop, and had recourſe 
to the court of King's-bench, where ſen- 
tence was given in his favour. * Here- 
upon, Dr. Gaſtrel, in his own vindica- 
tion, publiſhed The biſhop of Cheſter's 
„ caſe, with relation to the wardenſhip of 
„ Mancheſter, In which is ſhewn, that 


- © no other degrees, but ſuch as are taken 


Preface to the biſhop of Cheſter's caſe, &c. 
3 Salmon's Chron, Hiſt, 
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« in the univerſity, can be deemed legal 
« qualifications for any eccleſiaſtical pre- 
& ferment in England.” This was printed 
at Oxford, and that univerſity, March 22, 
1720, decreed in a full convocation, that 

ſolemn thanks ſhould be returned to the- 
| biſhop, for his having ſo fully aſſerted 
the rights, privileges and dignities, be- 
Jonging to the univerſity degrees in this 
book. + The difpute was carried on with 
great warmth, and among other things, 
there paſſed ſome letters between the biſhop 
and Dr. Gibſon, (afterwards biſhop of 
London), who threatened our author with 
being called to an account for his conduct 
by the archbiſhop; but in anſwer thereto, 
he declared that he feared nothing that 
could happen to him in this world, and 
as to the account which was to be made 
in the next, he believed he ſtood as good 
a Chance as his adverſaries. 5 | 

Tux gout, with which he had been 
much afflicted, put a period to his exiſtence 


4 Salmon's Chron Hiſt, 
3 Manuſcript Memoirs, 
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November 24, 1725, in the 62 or 63 
year of his age. He died at his cannon's 
lodgings in Chriſt-church, and was buried 
in that cathedral without any monument, 
excepting that of his excellent writings, 
which are of themſelves, a ſufficient me- 
morial to preſerve his memory to future 
ages. He was ſucceeded by 

SAMUEL PEPLOE, S. T. P. rector of 
Kedleſton near Derby, vicar of Preſton 
ih Lancaſhire, and warden of Mancheſter 
college. He was conſecrated April 12, 
1726. He died February 21, 1752, and 
was buried in the cathedral near the altar, 
where a handſome monument is erected 
to his memory, with the following in- 
ſcription ! | | 


Juxta dormit beatam expectans Reſurrectionem 
Reverendus admodum in Chriſto Pater Samuel 
Peploe, 8. T. P. olim Eccleſiæ Kedlaſtoniæ 

prope Derbiam Rector, tum, vicarius Preſtonen- 
fis in agro Lancaſtriæ, mox optimo favente prin- 
cipe, collegii Mancunienſis Guardianus ; reliquos 
. deinde, quos plurimos produxit, annos, Epiſcopus 
Ceſtrienſis. Ampliora adeo non cupide expetivit, 
ut ultro oblatis carere mallet. Qualis. erat ſupre- 
mus dies indicabit, Obijt 21, die Februarij, 
Anno ſalutis humanæ, MDCCLII, Z tatis fue 
LXXXIV, 
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EpDMUND Keene, S. T. P. maſter of 
Peter-houſe Cambridge, and rector of 
Stanhope, in the county of Durham, 
ſucceeded and held his rectory in com- 
mendam. He was conſecrated March 
22, 1752. 

Duni the period of this biſhop's poſ- 
ſeſſion of the ſee, a new palace was e- 
rected, on the ſite of the old one. 

On his tranſlation to the ſee of Ely, 


January 23, 1771, 


'WitLiam MARKHAM, LL. D. dean 


of Chriſt- church Oxford, was elected 
biſhop January 26, and inſtalled Febru- 
ary 23, 1771. He was April 12, 1771, 
made preceptor to their royal highneſs's the 
Prince of Wales and biſhop of Oinaburgh, 
and December 21, 1776, was tranſlated to 
York. | 
BEILBY PoRTEUs, S. T. P. maſter of 
St. Croix Hoſpital, Wincheiler, and rector 
of Hunton near Maidſtone, Kent, was 
elected December 31, 1776. 
O his removal to the ſee of London, 


November 17, 1787, 


* 


WITIAIMt CLEAVER, S. T. P. prin- 
ciple of Brazen noſe college Oxford, 
prebendary of St. Peter's Weſtminſter, ſuc- 
1788. 
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THOMAS CLERK, B. D. laſt ab- 
bot of this church, was made firſt deans 
on converſion of the monaſtery into 2 
cathedral, by the charter dated Auguſt 
4th, 1541. He died or reſigned in leſs 
than half a year. His will — date in 
September, about fix weeks after his ad- 
miſſion to his new preferment, which I 
preſume he had no enjoyment of in 
his mind. His ſucceſſor was 

HENRY Man, S. T. P. who had been 
a carthuſian monk of the charter-houſe, and 
one of the brethren of Sion *, whom I find 
poſleſs'd of it March 28, 1542. He was 
in 1546, made Biſhop of the Iſle of Man, 
with liberty to hold this dignity, in com- 
mendam : However he very ſoon reſigned 
the . and was ſucceeded by 
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WIILIAd Crier, LL. D. preſented 
May 30, 1547. While he continued 
dean he alienated ſeveral eſtates belonging 
to the church; as Edenſhaw manor, 
November 20, 1550, as he had in like 
manner facrilegiouſly given up the trea- 
ſurerſhip of York into lay hands, to be 
diſlolved. He died at London, about 
December 7h, 1558, and was ſucceeded 
by 

RIcHARD W A. M. « I558, 
* is, by miſtake, called Roger by ſeveral 
writers. This Richard Walker, as we 
learn from Anglia Sacra, vol. 1, p. 456, 
had paſſed thro? 17 preferments; as 
a rector in Wirral, John's-College 
deanery in Cheſter, an nem of 
of Stafford and Derby, and rectories of 
Gotham and Leek co. Nottingham. He 
died at or near Lichfield, as I learn from 
his will, dated September 4th, and proved 
November 11, 1567, in which he appoint- 
ed to be buried in Lichfield cathedral, 
where he had been canon. On his death, 


JohN Prers, S. T. P. was preſented 
to this dignity, vacant, as *tis expreſs'd 
in the patent, by the death of Richard 
Walker, October 4th, 1567. He was 
afterwards made dean of Chriſt-church, 
Oxford, and at length archbiſhop of York 
but kept this deanery, with that of Chriſt- 
church, till his getting Saliſbury deanery, 
at the end of 1571, when, on his re- 
ſignation, 

RIcHRARD LAN GWOR TH, 8. T. P. 
prebendary of Durham, was preſented to 
this dignity February 28, 1572, on Dr. 
Piers's reſignation. In his laſt will and 
teſtament, which I have ſeen, ſeemingly 
a nuncupative one, dated April 19, and 
proved July 8th, 1579, he bequeaths a 
hundred marks to Ann Langworth, which 
he ſays was „allowed him about Cheſter 
matter (probably in his trying to recover 
ſome eſtates alienated by his predeceſſors.) 
He alſo gives a legacy to his hoſt at the 
Red-Lion Inn, at Holborn, where I gueſs 
he died, and might be buried in St. An- 
drew's church there, His ſucceſſor was 
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Romer DorstT, 8, T. P, canon of 

Chriſt-church, Oxford, . preſented Auguſt 
I7, 1579, on Dr, Langworth's death, 
and inſtalled by proxy September 10, fol- 


| lowing. He died May 29, 1580, and was 

. buried at Ewelm co. Oxford, where he was 
rector, without any monument, and ſuc- 
ceeded . by 


Tromas MopesLer, B. D. preſented 


Auguſt 12, 1580, on Dorſet's — He 


died about the beginning of June 2589, 
and was ſucceeded by 


Joux NuTTER, B. D. rector of Sef- 
ton, Bebbington and Houghton, a man 


poſſeis d of great wealth; ſo immenſe 


as to cauſe Queen Elizabeth to call him 
her „ golden aſs. He was preſented July 
4th, 1589. He died March go, 1602, 
and was buried at Sefton, where he was 
rector, as I learn from that pariſh-regiſter, 


I April 18, 1602, without any memorial, 
and ſucceeded by 


WILLIAM BarxLow, S. T. P. orebend 
of Weſtminſter, inſtalled June 12, 1602, 


— —— . ͤ weiIH—— 


He was 1605, made biſhop of Rocheſter, 
and ſucceeded by 

- Henny PAxRT, S. T. P. inſtalled, 
Auguſt fſt, 1605. He was 1609, made 
biſhop of Glouceſter, and ſucceeded by 

Tromas MaLLoky, B. D. archdea- 
con of Richmond, rector of Romaldkirk, 
Mobberly, and Davenham, inſtalled July 
25, 1607. He died April 3d, 1644, and 
was buried in the cathedral, without any 
memorial, and ſucceeded by 

WitLiam Nichols, S. T. P. rector 
of Cheadle, inſtalled April 12, 1644. 
He died December 16, and was buried 
December 19, 1657, at Northenden, 
where he was rector, with this inſcrip- 
tion painted on a board: 


Hic ſubtus humatur corpus venerabilis viri 
Gulielmi Nicholis, ſacræ theologiæ Doctoris, 
Ceſtriæ Decani, & Rectoris de Cheadle; qui 
Catherinam filiam Georgii Leyceſtre, Equitis 
Aurati, viduam & relictam Gulielmi Tatton de 
Withenſhaw, Armigeri, nupfit. Vixit annos 66. 
In Deum religioſus, in omnibus juſtus, quibus 
potuit profuĩit; nemini nocuit, tandem viam uni- 
verſe carnis ingreſſus eſt, 16 Deoembris, Stylo 
Anzliæ, A, D. 1657, | 


His ſucceſſor, after above two years vacancy 
was | 
HENRY BriDGMaAn, S. T. P preſent- 
ed by the crown July 13, 1660, on the 
death of Dr. Nichols. His other prefer- 
ments were the rectory of Barrow, to 
which he was inſtituted December 16, 
1639, as he was to Monks Bangor rec- 
tory January gth, 1640, and May 28, 
1648, to Richmond archdeaconry. He 
was October 1ſt, 1671, conſecrated biſhop 
of Man, with leave to hold this deanery 
in commendam; and dying May 15, 1682, 
at Cheſter, he was buried in the cathe- 


% 


dral, without any memorial, and ſucceed 


ed by 


James AnDERN, S. T. P. miniſter of 
St. Botolph's Alderſgate, London, inſtalled 
in July 1682, He died Augult 18. 1691, 
and was buried in the cathedral, where 
a monument has been lately erected, 
with the following inſcription thereon: 


Near this place lies the body of Doctor James 
Arderne of this county, a while dean of this church: 
who, tho' he bere more than a common affection 
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: 


to his private relations, yet gave the ſubſtance 
of his bequeathable eftate to this cathedral z which 
gift, his will was, ſhould be mentioned, that 
clergymen may confider whether it be not a fort 
of ſacrilege to ſweep all away from the church 
and charity into the poſſeſſion of their lay kindred 
who are not needy. Dated October 27, 1688. 


This plain monument, with the above inſcrip- 
tion upon this cheap ſtone, is according to the 
expreſs words of dean Arderne's will, 


His ſucceſſor was | 

Laurence Focc, S. T. P. vicar of 
Plemſton, inſtalled November 2d, 1691. 
He died February 27, 1718, and was 
buried in St. Mary's chapel behind the 
choir, and ſucceeded by | 
WALTER OrrlEy, A. M. inſtalled 
about March 27, 1718. He died Au- 
guſt 18, 1721, being rector of Barthomley 
in this dioceſe, and of Muccleſton co, 
Stafford, and prebendary of Lichficld. He 
was buried at Muccleſton, and ſucceeded 
by 

THOMAS ALLEN, LL. D. archdeacon 
of Stafford, inſtalled December 6th, 1721. 
He died July 3d, 1733, and was ſucceeded 


by | 
I 
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Tromas Brooks, LL. D. rector of 
Nantwich co. Cheſter, and Winſlow 
eo. Bucks, was inſtituted July 18, 1733- 
He died December 17, 1757, and was 
buried in the pariſh church of Nantwichs 
within the rails on the north fide of the 
communion table. He was ſucceeded by 
WILLIAM SMITH, S. T. P. chaplain 
to the Earl of Derby, rector of Trinity 
church in Cheſter, and Handley co. 
Cheſter, chaplain of St George's church 
in Liverpool; the latter of which he re- 
fign'd in 1767, alſo the rectory of Tri- 
nity, on his being inſtituted to the rectory 


of Weſt-Kirkby, October 4th, 1780. He 


died January 8th, 1787, in the ſeventy 
fixth year of his age, and was buried on 
the ſouth fide of the communion table 
in this cathedral. 

Dr. Suit was eminently and deſerv- 
edly diſtinguithed for his learning: which 
appeared ſo conſpicuous in his elegant 
tranſlations of the greek claſſics, that it 
would be ſuperfluous to add more 
than what is inſcribed on a very hand- 


Cheſter, 
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ſome monument, erected in the broad iſle 
of this cathedral, 


Sacred to the memory of William Smith, D. D. 
dean of this cathedral, and rector of Weſt Kirkby 
and Handley in this county, who died the 12th 
of January 1787, in the 76th year of his age. 

As a ſcholar, his reputation is - perpetuated by 
his valuable publications, particularly his corre 
and elegant tranſlations of Longinus, Thucydides 
and Xenophon. As a preacher, he was admired 
and eſteemed by his reſpective auditories. And 
as a man, his memory remains inſcribed on the 
hearts of his friends. 

This monument was erected by his affectionate 
widow. | 


GrorGE CoTTox, D. D. rector of 
Stoke co. Stafford, and Davenham, co, 


Cheſter, ſucceeded January 30, 1787. 


\ 


64 Arebdeacons of, | 


' ARCHDEACONS of CHESTER, 
| ; 3 
———————————— ( 
WILLIAM KNIGHT, LL. D. ha- | 


ving ſurrendered this dignity May 20, | 
1541, on it's being ſeperated from the i 
Church of Lichfield; (that Henry VIII, 
might better annex it to his new intend- 
ed fee at Cheſter,) would doubtleſs have 
been . conſtituted. firſt, archdeacon of this 
foundation, as all the old archdeacons 
were in the other new erected fees; but 
being made biſhop of Bath and Wells, 
a2 few days afterwards, this dignity remains 
ed vacant till | 
Johx BIRD, S. T. P. firſt biſhop, be- 
came tranſlated hither from Bangor, Au- 
guſt 5th, 1541, who having got the 
whole archidiaconal power veſted in him, 
on payment of a ſtipend of 5ol. per an. 
to a nominal archdeacon, reierved- the 
ſtipend to himſelf, and executed the 
office by deputies ; for in the convocation, _ 
in 1545, he made Nicholas Buxie his 
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proxy to appear for the. archdeaconſhip. 
1 have reaſon to think that he held this 
dignity till his deprivation, in 1553, 
inaſmuch as I can find no regular 
archdeacon eſtabliſhed till Queen Mary's 
acceſſion to the crown, when biſhop Cotes 


ſeems to have conſtituted 


RoperT PERSEVAL, B. D. rector of 


Ripley, his archdeacon in 1554. He 


was in 1559, diſpoſſeſſed and impriſoned 
for his rel gion, and deprived of his archdea- 
conry, and his prebendary in this church, 
tho' whether he afterwards complied with 
the times, and kept Ripley and this dignity, 
I cannot learn, but I believe he did not, for 
1 meet with John Pullen, rector of Ripley 
in 1564, after which time 

RoBERT ROGERS, B. D. occurs arch- 
deacon of Cheſter. He died in 1595, 
and was ſucceeded by 

CUTHBERT BELLOT, B. D. collated 
January 1 3. 1595, on the death of Ro- 


gers. He was alſo rector of Machynlleth, 
Sanders de Vidbili Monarchia, lib. 7. fol 666, | 
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à ſinecure, co. Montgomery, and preben- 


dary of Weſtminſter, of which I judge he 


died poſſeſſed in 1620, tho' it is plain he 
had before reſigned his OY s' ; for 


1 find 

GRERORORE SNELL, B. D. collated to it 
January 16, 1618, on the reſignation of 
Cuthbert Bellot. He died February 5th, 


1655, and was buried in St. Mary's 
church in Cheiter, with this ſhort epitaph: 


' 
Hic fitus eſt Georgius Snell, S. T. P. Archi- 
diaconus Ceſtrienſis, qui per injuriam Temporis 
in Communioncm Laicam redactus privatus obiit 


Feb. 5, 1655+ 


He was alſo rector of Walliſey and 
Smeaton, and as [I preſume of St, Mary's 
Cheſter. His ſucceſſor was 

Joan CARTER, S. T. P. miniſter, as 
I ſuppoſe, of Highgate, near London, 
whom | find preſented to it by the crown, 
October 19, 1660, on the death of the 
laſt incumbent not named; z to whom 
ſucceeded | 


—y - 
> 


November 6th, 


WILLIAM Fi TrMORE, A. M. inſtalled 
1666. He died and was 
buried in the chapel behind the choir, 
with this inſcription on his monument : 


H. S. E. In ſpe beatæ reſurre&ionis, reveren- 
dus Gulielmus Fitmore, eccleſiæ Ceſtrienſis Archi- 
diaconus & Prebendarius: necnon per aliquam 
multos annos ibidem Theſaurarius ac Receptor, 
quo utroque munere ad mortem uſque, ſuo cum 
laude et aliorum fructu functus eſt vir alioqui 
cum ſuavitate et probitate morum, tum viria 
eruditi ne, atqui conſtanti in regem fide, undi - 
quaque ſpeRabilis, Diem Obiit menſe Aprilis vii 
Eid. An. Salutis Humane mMpcLxxxvi. Ætatis 
ſuæ Climaterico XIII. In memoriam diſſide- 
ratiſſimi mariti pientiſſima conjux M. P. 


His ſucceſſor was 
JohN ALLEN, A. M. collated April 
17, 1695, and was buried in the cathe- 
dral, with this inſcription on his monu- 
ment: 


Hie fitus eſt reverendus Johannes Allen, hujus 


eccl. Prebendarius, Archidiaconus, necnon ollegii 


S. Trinit. apud Cantaba- Socius; vir antique 
robitatis, modeſtia fingulari, veræ eruditionisg 


immo natus ad chriſtianarum virtutum exemplar 


(here is a word or two illegible) propria maxima 
ei laus eſt, quod erat in conciando excellens, in 
songreſſibus ſuavis, erga amicos 1 verbe 
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/ dicam ita vixit ut fe paravit ut ſimplicitate 
| morum, ac vitæ integritate Deo hominibuſque ſe 
j | probaret gravi morby affliftus ad mortem, objit 
| xv. Kal. Mau, An. Sal. Human. MDcxcv. 


ZEtatis ſuz quinquageſimo. 


His ſucceſſor was 

'-EDmunD ENnTWwISLE, 8. T. P. rector 
of Barrow, collated April 30, 1695. He 
died September 17, 1707, and was buried 
in the cathedral, with this inſcription: 


. Edmundus Entwiſle, 8. T. P. Archiadiaconus 
by - * Ceſtrienſis, & cathedralis hujus Canonicus, filius 
tertius Tohannis Entwiſle de Foxholes in Com. 
Lancaſtr' Armigeri, & Dorotheæ filiæ Roberti 
Holt de Caftleton in eadem comitatu; nupfiis 
primis cum Gratia, D. D. Nicholai Stratford, 
dioceſis hujus Præſulis digniſſimi, filia; unicum 
habuit filium Edmundum; duaſque filias, Janam 
& Katherinam: nuptiis item ſecun is cum Priſcilla, 
Domini Thome Bunbury de Stanny hujus co— 
| ' - mitatus Baroanetti, filiaz duos habuit filios, 
Thomam & Hearicum. 
In vivis exiſtens ut verum Chriſtianum, docuit 
fidem probavit operibus ezenis quibuſcunque 
| beneficvs. Et miſericors paup rum in hac civi- 
tate libe is educandis charitatem piam cum aliis 
/ communicavit, & ad opera hujuſmodi peculiari 
zelo affectus orphanorum ſublevamen viduarum- 
que indigentis cleri Archidiaconatus precipue 
Ceftrienfis, ille primus feliciter meditatus cum 
affectu promovit, aliis coadjuvantibus. At he! 


ad * „ 
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laſſatus non ſenio, ſed invalitudine terrenum de- 

poſuit tabeoraculum 15 die Septembris, Ætatis 
ſuæ 47. Eraæ autem Chriſtianæ 1907. ut aliud 
ſtructuræ melioris acciperat in cœlis æternum. 
Priſcilla illius reſidua pars amantiſſima hoc ap- 
poni fecit An. Dom. 1712. in perennem matie 
torum optimi memoriam. | 


His ſucceſſor was 

Joun Trans, S. T. P. rector of 
Northenden, and prebendary of this 
church, inſtalled about February 1707. 
He died June 30, 1727, and was buried 
in St. Mary's chapel with the following 
inſcription: ' 8 


Omnes eodem cogimur quo reverendus Johannes 
Thane 8. T. P. Northendeniæ Rector, Ecclefiz 
kujuſcæ Prebendarius vice decanus Ceſtriæ Archi- 
diaconus haud procul ab hoc marmore humatus 
placide quieſcit et quieſcit; uſque dum ad ſecun- 
dam nunquam iterum mutandam Requiem reſur- 
rexit: Si mores ſanctiſſimi ſauviſimique fi erga 
Deum Pietas, erga Fratres Charitas, erga omnes 
ſumma Benevolentia vel hanc vel illam requiem 
affere valeant. 

Monumentum hoc poſuit Vidua ſua meſtiflima, 
charumq; Caput debit a hac ſparſit lachryma 
amicus Integer. Obiit 30 mo. die Juni} A. D. 
1727, Ætat ſuæ 73. | 


He was ſucceeded by 
K 


— —— — — — — 


| 
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Lewis STEPHENS, A. M. who was 
inſtalled September 12, 1927. He died 
in 1750, and was ſucceeded by 
WIILIAM Pow, D. D. dean of 
St. Aſaph, who was inſtalled April 22, 
1747. He died April 14, 1751, and was 
buried at Chriſtleton, near Cheſter: 
He was : ſucceeded by 
ABEL Ward, A. M. who was in- 
ſtalled April 20, 1751. He died October 
iſt, 1783, and was buried in St. Mary's 
. Chapel. D 
Georct Travis, A. M. vicar of 
Eaſtham, ſucceeded November 17, 1786, 
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WILLIAM KNIGHT, LL. D. hf 
archdeacon of Richmond, while it re- 
mained a dignity in Vork cathedral, and 
belonged to that dioceſe, being, (as 3 
of in Cheſter archdeaconry,) made biſhop 
of Bath and Wells, occaſioned, on its 
vacancy 

Joun Birn, the firſt biſhop of this 
new ſee to take it into his own hands, 
and exerciſe the office of archdeacon, as 
1 find he did in 1545, by conſtituting 
Richard Smith to be his proctor or 
proxy for him as archdeacon at the con- 
vocation, in I 545- And that he held it 
likewiſe in 1551, appears by this mandate, 
directed to him by the King's letters 
patent, dated January 11, an. 4. Edw, 
VI, part 5. as I tranſcribed it Mea the 
Rolls-chapel, 


.  Archdeacons of 


Rex reverendo in Chriſto Patri, Johanni per- 
miſſione divina Ceſtrien, Epiſcopo Archidiacono 
Archidiaconatum Richmondiz; ejuſve Vicege- 
renti infra diam Archidiaconatam cuicunque 
ſalutem; ad eccl-fiam parochialem de Bedall, 
vacantem per mortem Thomæ Magnus, ad pre- 
ſentationem noſtram ratione minoris /Etatis W. 

- Digby, ſpectant dilectum nobis Henricum IIkyns 

vobis præſentamus. Teſte Jan. 11. 


In 1553, biſhop Bird, being deprived of 
this biſhoprick, and conſequently of 
the archdeaconry, his ſucceſſor, biſhop 
Cotes, appointed to this dignity | 

Joan Hanson, in 1554, of whom all 
I find is that in 1559, he was eject» 
ed out of this and all his other prefer- 
ments by Queen Elizabeth; and being 
either impriſoned, or threatened to be ſo, 
for his religion, he found means to retire 
beyond ſeas with biſhop Scot, to whom 
he had been chaplain, and ſo I preſume 
ended his days with him in Lovain. 
In the afore-cited book he is accounted 
among the lift of the Archidiaconi vincti, 
wel exules. On his deprivation, 

CarisTopHER GooDMAN, rector of 
Aldford, became inſtituted 1559, or 1560, 
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He died June 4th, 1603, aged 85, and 
was buried in St. Bride's church in 
Cheſter, having been diſplaced from 
his rectory of Aldford, by biſhop Vaughan, 
for nonconformity. His ſucceſſor was 

Tromas MaLLory, A. M. collated 
November 6th, 1603, He was in 160), 
made dean, and ſucceeded by 

Tromas Dop, A. M. collated De- 
cember 1ſt, 1607, on the reſignation of 
Mallory. He died and was buried at 
Malpas, with this inſcription: 


Thomas Dod, Doctor of Divinity, Rector of 

this Church, Chaplain in ordinary to King 

Charles and King James, died the dad Day 
of March 1647. Reſurgam. 


His ſucceſſor was | 

Henry BrIpGMan, A. M. ſon te 
biſhop Bridgman, collated May 20, 1648. 
He occurs poſleſſed of it 1660, and being 
made dean, and having other preferments, 
reſigned it to his brother 

CHARLES BRIDOMAN, A. M. collated 
June 10, 1664. He died and was buried 
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In Queen's-college church, Oxford, with 
this epitaph, now defaced. 


Sub ſpe reditus ad vitam Caroli Bridgman, 
A. M. Nov. 26. 1678. Denati reliquiz hic re- 
ponuntur. 


HxxxY Doves, B. D. ſucceeded, being 
collated December zd, 1678. He died 
about February or March 1694, and was, 
I preſume, buried at St. Bridget's, Lon- 
don, where he was vicar, and ſucceeded by 

Trnomas LameLuGn, A. M. collated 
April 2d, 1695. He died in 1703, being 
alſo prebendary of York, and rector of 
the united pariſhes of St. Andrew Under- 
ſhaft and St. Mary Axe, London, where 
he lies buried, without any memorial, 
On his death, 

WILLIAM STRATFORD, B. D, ſon to 
biſhop Stratford, was collated September 
10, 1703, he was canon of Chriſt- 
church, Oxford, and rector of little 
Shelford, co. Berks. He died in 1 7294 
and was ſucceeded by 
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SAMUEL "NY LL. B. warden 
of Mancheſter; rector of Northenden 
and Tattenhall, who was collated June 
4th, 1729. He died October 22, 1781, 
was buried in the cathedral, and an 
elegant monument erected to his memory, 
in the broad iſle. He was ſucceeded by 

Tromas Townson, D. D. rector of 
the lower mediety of Malpas, January 
1782, who died April 15, 1792, and was 
ſucceeded by 

Tromas BRATRWAITE, D. D. rector 
Stepney, dioceſe of London, Who was 
inſtalled July 7th, 1792. 
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TO give a liſt. of the prebendaties 
in this cathedral digeſted into ſtalls, is 
not very practicable; for, on a vacancy, 
the new prebendary is inſtalled into the 

loweſt ſtall, and not into that of his prede- 
ceſſor: however, as my authorities furniſh 
me with almoſt all the accounts how each 
vacancy was filled, the ſucceſhon probably 
ſtood as follows: 


FIRST STALL. 

WILLIAM WALL was admitted 
Auguſt 14, 1541, per fundationem. He 
is in 1546, NRyled Dr. Wall, and was 
doubtleſs the Dr. Wall ſpoken of in the 
Cheſter hiſtories, that in 1537, begun 
Boughton conduit to convey water into 
the city. He was then canon of St. 
John's collegiate church, and ſo was 
eaſter removed to this dignity, of which 


he died poſſeſſed in 1574, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by 


Chefter. = 
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Epwarp BUCKLEY, collated 1574. 
He held it in 1592, and I preſume re- 
ſigned it 1 504, on being made prebendary 
of Prees, in Lichfield cathedral, to 

GEORGE Downnam, A. M. ſon to 
biſhop Downham, who came into this 
or the third ſtall, about 1594, or 
1595. He died i in 1634; biſhop of Derry 
in Ireland, and was buried in that ca- 
thedral; having reſigned it a few years 
after he obtained it, to 

Rocer RavenscrorT, A. M. whom 
1 find collated March 7th, 1 598. 
He died in 1634, and was buried in the 
cathedral, without any memorial, being 
alſo rector of Dodleſton; about three 
months before his death he reſigned 
to 

CHARLES Doctwoard, A. M. in- 
ftalled alſo into this dignity November 
I4, 1634. He died, and was buried at 
Dodleſton, October 8th, 1673, without 
any memorial, and was ſucceeded by 

. . L 
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LAURENCE Focs, B. D. vicar of St, 
Oſwald's Cheſter, collated October 7th, 
1673, to this prebend, as 'tis expreſs'd 
whereof Charles Duckworth was incum- 
bent. He was in I6g1, made Dean, 
and ſucceeded by 
Epox p ENTwISEE, A. M. collated 
November 14, 1691. He died, and was 
buried in the cathedral, being alſo arch- 
deacon. On his death, 
SAMUEL SHAw, A. M. was preſented 
by the crown, in 170), on the vacancy 
of the biſhoprick, to this prebend. He 
died in 1719, and was buried at Warring- 
ton, where he was rector, and ſucceeded by 

Joan MarrRTOrr, A. M. vicar of 
Nefton, collated June 27, 1719. He died 
in 1761, and was ſucceeded by 

RocERR MosTyn, A. M. rector of 
Chriſtleton, collated June 23, 1761. He 
was a Canon of Windſor, and died 
April 11, 1775, and was ſucceeded by 

Joun CLEaver, A. M. who ſoon 
after reſigned it to the nephew of his pre- 
decellor, 
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Tromas MosTyn, A. M. who was 
alſo rector of Chriſtleton. He was in- 
ſtalled May 18, 1776. | 


SECOND STALL. 


NICHOLAS BUCKSIE, A. M. was 
admitted Auguſt 4th, 1541. per Funda- 
tionem. He was in 1545, proctor for the 
chapter in convocation, as he was alſo 
for the archdeacon of Cheſter, as already 
mentioned. On his death, which hap- 
pened in 1566, 

Jonx PRIxsE, S. T. P. became colla- 
ted. He was next year made Dean, 
and ſucceeded in this prebendary by 

Jonx NuTTER, B. D. inſtalled 1567. 
He was in 1588, made Dean, and ſucceed- 
ed by 

PETER SHARP, B. D. inſtalled 
November 14, 1588. He dicd in 1616, 
being alſo rector of Heſwall, * Was 
ſucceeded by 


8 Prebendaries of 
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Tuomas ASHALL, A. M. preſented by 
the crown May 4th, 1616, to a prebenq 
of this church. He held it in 1631, being 
alſo rector of Swetenham, where he died 
July 15, 1632, and was buried in the 
church there July 18, as I learn from 
the pariſh-regiſter, without any memorial. 
WILLIAM HELLIAR, (poſſibly biſhop 
Bridgman's brother- in- law,) archdeacon of 
Barnſtable, took this prebend, and held it 
for his nephew, the Biſhop's Son, two 
years, till he was qualifyed for it; who 
better liking of the third prebend, held by 
Biſpham, he the ſaid 
 Wittiam BIsrHAM, as I judge, quit- 
ted that, and was collated to this, Octa- 
ber 4th, 1634. As to Biſpham, he died 
1685, being alſo rector of Brindle, and 
one 'of the medietes of Lym, and was 
- buried in this cathedral, with this inſcrip- 
tion on his monument: 


Hic inde agitatus dum vixerit prope jacet Guliel- 
mus Biſpham, hujus Eccleſiæ Subdecanus, & 


nunc requieſcat, behav Jams 26, 2980 ZEtatis - 
Tug: 883. — 25 ; 
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Jonn ALLEN, A. M. ſucceeded, being 
collated April 12, 1686, of whom ſee 
more among the archdeacons of Cheſter, 
His ſucceſſor was 

 TryomMAs WILLIAMSON, A. M. 4 
ted September 24, 1695. He died 1696, 
and was buried at Weſt-Kirkby, where 
he was rector, and ſucceeded by 
DuprEy GARENCIERS, A. M. rector 
of Waverton, collated November 2d, 
1696. He died, and was buried April 
Sth, 1702, in the cathedral, without any 
memorial, and ſucceeded by 
_ ArTHuR Focs, A. M. vicar of St. 
Oſwald's Cheſter, collated April 20, 1702, 
He was afterwards rector of Dodleſton, 
"end 8. T. P. He died 1738, and was 
ſucceeded by 
RocER BARNSTON, A. M. rector is 
Condover co. Salop, and miniſter of St. 
Michael's in Cheſter, collated January 18, 
1738. He died in December 1782, aud 
was buried at Farndon co. Cheſter. 
SGB Travis, A. M. vicar of 
Eaſtham, ſucceeded February 22, 1783. 


$2 — of 


| THIRD STALL. 


THOMAS NEWTON, er Fanda- 


tionem, Auguſt 4th, 1541. 
PETER ManwairinG was preſented 


| y it, 1544, by the king. He 


was in 1547, at the diſſolution of St. 
John's college, Cheſter, returned among 


the prebendaries there, and ſaid to be aged 


77. He died in 1550, and was ſucceeded 
by | BY | 

Joann WhirTay, preſented September 
15, 1550, by the king. He was alfo 
prebendary of St. John's, and aged 60, 


at the diſſolution in 1547. 


Tromas Won, B. D. ſucceeded, 
being inſtituted October 1ſt, 1557. He 
quitted this ftall, having divers other 
preferments, and was ſucceeded by 
Tuomas Dpn, collated 1566, He 
died 1575, being vicar of Ilford in Eſſex, 
and. was ſucceeded by 

Trnomas Hips, A. M. collated Janu- 
ary 4th, 1575. He was, I prefume, the 
ſame perſon that. was in 1588, made chan. 
cellor of Saliſbury cathedral, I find ng 


mention of him here at Cheſter after 1593, 
and fo I preſume he was about that time 
ſucceeded by 

 Jonn ME or MzyxE, A. M. for 
he could ſucceed to no other ſtall but 
this, except the firſt, He was afterwards 
made rector of Winwick, when I pre- 
ſume he might give up this ſtall, which 
I find him poſſeſſed of from 1596, to 
1620. When, on his reſignation, 

GeorGe SNELL, B. D. was collated 
January 2d, 1620. Of whom ſee an ac- 
count among the archdeacons of Cheſter. 
He reſigned it in 1632, to 

WILLIAM BISrHAM, A. M. who is 
faid to be collated February 4th, 1632. 
He quitted it for the ond prebendary; 
for I find 

Dove Bripcman, A. M. fon to 
biſhop Bridgman, mentioned to be colla- 
ted to this Oftober 3d, 1634, who next day 
became. collated to the fecond prebendary, 
and quitted this to Bridgman, who died 
poſſeſſed of this and Tattenhall rectory in 
1637, and was buried in the cathedral, 
without any memorial, and ſucceeded by 
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Ep wann Moxgrox, A. M. e 
October 13, 1637. He was alſo rector 
of Tattenhall and Barrow, and at length 
of Sephton; in which laſt chancel he 
he lies buried, with this inſcription: 


"Pim Memoria 8. Edvardi Moretoni, . 3 
Gulielmi Moreton de Moreton in agro Ceſtr' 
filii tandemque hæredis, Collegii Regalis apud 

Cantab. quondam Socii, atque Eccl. Cath, Cetr 
Prebendariiz qui per triginta ſex plus minus 
annos, nec eis quidem exemptis quibus quaſi exul 
boniſque omnibus ſpoliatus vixit. Hanc ſollicite 
rege bat eccleſiam utriuſque fortunæ, haud equidem 
æque particeps; at utrique par qui bene novit 
ſecundis rebus ſobrie uti, atque adverſis ſortititer; 

. primeyz pietatis, atque etiam diſciplinæ, perpe- 
tuus vindex, tandem non martyr fuit illuſtre ac 
rarum exemplar. Obiit Febr. 28. 1674. Etatis 

dum" 76. 


WIL IAM Trompson, A. M. rector 
of St. Peter's Cheſter, ſucceeded, being 
collated July 6th, 1675, to the prebend 
which Edward Moreton held. He died 
and was buried January gth, 1693, in the 
cathedral, without any memorial, and 
keccredad by | 
PETER LancasTER, A. M. rector of 
Nantwich, collated - May 2d, 1694. He 


cbeter. t#; 
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died, and was buried May 17, 1709, 


in the cathedral, without any memorial, 
and ſucceeded by 

Ricuary CLOTTERBOCK, A. M. fallow 
of Katherine-Hall, Cambridge, collated 
Auguſt 26, 150g. He died in about 
half a year, and was ſucceeded by 

. CyArLEs BLAk R, S. T. P. collated 
April 21, 1710. Being made ſubdean 
of Vork, he reſigned this, and was 
ſucceeded by 

Joan PREsSCoT, A. M. collated * 
uary 27, 1715, rector of Waverten. He 
was in 1746 deprived, and ſueceeded by 

EpWARD MAINWARINOG, A. M. rector 
of Coddington and Weſt-Kirby. He died 
July 30, 1780, and was buried on the 
north fide of the communion table in St. 
Mary's chapel. He was ſucceeded by 


Joun Bxicos, A. M. living, who 


was collated September 1780, now chan= 


cellor of the dioceſe. 
M 
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FOURTH STALL. 


JOHN HUET, admitted Auguſt 4th, 
1541. per Fundationem. 
Jo Ginses ſucceeded, being preſents 
ed 15444 | 

Joun WIIsMuSsLEVY, LL. B. ned, 
being preſented April ad, 1554. He 
died in 1550, being rector of Tarporley, 
and archdeacon of London, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by 

RoßgkRT PERCIVALL, B. D. collated 
Auguſt 26, 1556. He was alſo arch- 
deacon of Cheſter, of which he is ſaid 
to be deprived by Queen Elizabeth; but 
I ſuppoſe he made ſome compliances, for 
he was in poſſeſſion of this prebend in 
June 1562, as was 

Joun HaxrpDymMan, D. D. in June 
following, in 1563. He was alſo pre- 
bendary of Weſtminſter; but being a 
buſy man in running in with the puritans 
in deſtroying monuments, &c. in churches, 


— ——— CESS 


he was juſtly deprived in 1567. About 
which time I find this * beſtowed 
On 

Trnomas HERLE, in 1567, for it is 
plain he muſt come into this or the 
third about that time. He was alſo war- 
den of Mancheſter-college, prebendary of 
Worceſter, and vicar of Bromſgrove in 
that dioceſe, which became void in 1587, 
by his death, No doubt 

Rock˙R PARKER, D. D. ſucceeded, 
being collated November 19, 1587, and 
inſtalled September 5th, 1588. He was 
afterwards, as I conceive, made dean of 
Lincoln. His ſucceſſor was 

GRIFFITH VAUGHAN, A. M. collated 
April 5th, 1604. He died 1612, being 
alſo treaſurer of Bangor, and prebendary 
of St. Paul's, London. 

PaTRick YoUNGE ſucceeded 1613, 
and died 1652, being chancellor of St. 
Paul's, London, having in 1618, quitted 
this to 

WILLIAM ForsSTER, S. T. P. rector 
of Barrow, and at length biſhop of 
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Man. He died F ebruary 23, and was 


buried February 26, at Barrow, in 1634. 


' CrarLEs Jones is in the firſt-fruits 
office books returned as collated February 
24, 1634. Tho' 'tis plain he was ſet 
aſide, for I find 
| WILLIAM CHILLINGWORTH, 1 
the famous writer, mentioned in the pa- 
tents to be preſented to it May 15, 1635. 
He reſigned to 

Davip Lroyp, LL. D. afterwards 
dean of St. Aſaph, collated July 13, 
1639. He quitted it to 
| RonexT Mok Ax, B. D. collated 
July iſt, 1642. He was afterwards, in 
1666, made Biſhop of Bangor, but be- 
fore , that he quitted it in 1663, or 
7664, nh 8 

S1Mon LanD, rector of Waverton and 
Penſance in Cornwall. He died in 1676» 
and was, as I learn, buried at Penſancey 
and ſucceeded by 
* RicyarD WRICEHT, B. D. collated 
March 8th, 1678 He died 1711, and 
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| 
was buried at St. Mary's, Cheer, where 
he was rector, without any memorial, : 
and ſucceeded by 
| Joun Orives, A. M. vicar of Aud- 
lem, collated May 17, 1711, living 1723, 
rector of Weſt- Kirby and St. Peter's in 


Cheſter. He died in the year 1730, and 
was ſucceeded by © 

CHRISTOPHER SUDDELL, A. M. rector 
of Holy Trinity in Cheſter, collated Au- 
guſt 27, 1730. He died in the year 


1738, and 


RICHARD MILLWARD, A. M. ſuc- 
ceeded. He was collated Auguſt 23 
1738, and dying in 1740 was ſucceeded 


by 
RicHARD Jackson, A. M. vicar of 


St. Oſwalds, collated May 25, 1744. 


FIFTH STALL. 


THOMAS RADFORD, * 4thy 
I 1541 , 1 Fundationem. Bf? 
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GeorGt Corrs, S. T. P. was ins 
ſtalled March 28, 1544. and ſucceeded 
by 
Tromas Runcorn, A. M. archdea- 


con of Bangor, preſented by the Queen 


April 2d, 1554. In his will, dated 
December 21, 1556, and proved July 
2d, 1557, he appointed to be duried at 
Bebington, if he died there, where 1 
ſuppoſe he was rector. | 

William CoLLINGwooD, rector of 


Chriſtleton, ſucceeded, being inſtituted 


September 24, 1557» He died 1560, and 
was ſucceeded by 

Epwarpd HawFoar, B. D. maſter 
of Chriſt's -College, Cambridge, collated 
February 14, 1560. He occurs poſſeſſed 


ol it 1578, and 1579, and was ſuccecded 


by 

Davip Yarx, LL. D. collated 15825 
He died 1625, and was buried in the 
cathedral, without any memorial, being 
chancelor of the dioceſe, having long 
before his death quitted n 


David ETTIs, B. D. collated June 
6th, 1608. He held it 1622, and was 
next year ſucceeded by 

Joan L1ovp, rector of Cheadle, col- 
lated 1623, to a prebend, which could 
be no other than this. He held it but 


a ſhort time, for I find 

WILLIAM HETLLIIER, A. M. archdea- 
con of Barnftable, rector of Lawton, 
collated April qth, 1624. He is faid 
to reſign it to | 

GzrorGE Sweet, D. D. collated 
April 4th, 1627. However Dr. Snell 
feems not to have accepted of this, as 
being in poſſeſſion of the third ſtall; but 
to have quitted it the ſame day to 

Joun Ley, or LER, A. M. for he is 
ſaid to have been collated April 4. 
1627. He died May 6th, 1662, and 
was buried at Sutton Cote, co. War- 
wick, where he was rector, and futceed- 
ed by 
Michakl. Evans, 8. T. P. collated 
July 31, 1662. He died in 12670, being 
alſo treaſurer of Bangor, and was buried | 
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at his rectory of Llanfaelog in that 


dioceſe, and ſucceeded by 


PRIN BAS Bury, A. M. fellow of 


Wadham-College, Oxon, - collated Octo- 
ber 31, 1650. He died in 1678, and 
was, as I learn, buried at Enmer, co. 
Somerſet, where he was rector and ſuc- 


ceeded by 12 
 Ricuaro Wrot, S. T. P. collated 


Match 5th, 1678. He died in 1718, 


being warden of Mancheſter-College, 
and rector of Weſtkirby, and was buried 


at Mancheſter, and ſucceeded by 


CHARLES HENCHMAN, A. M. vicar 
of Great Budworth, and rector of Ad- 
derleigh, collated January 20, 171 8. He 
d in 1740, or 1741, and 


Jonx BAlDpwWIx, A, M. ſucceeded 


May 29, 1741. He reſigned this preben- 
dary to 


AbET Warp, A. M. archdeacon of 
Cheſter, rector of St. Anne's Mancheſ- 


ter, and vicar of Neſton co. Oheſter, 


3 


who reſigned this prebendary to his ſon,” 


«Dd 
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Tromas Warn, A. M. who was 
collated Auguſt 7, 1781. 


SIXTH ' STALL. 


ROBERT SMITH, Auguſt 4th, 1541, 
per Fundationem. 
Jonx LeeinGron, admitted in March 
1544 

EDwak D Grecory, admitted April 
2d, 1 554+ He was in 1559, deprived 
by Queen Elizabeth, of his archdea- 
conry of Bangor, and ſo no doubt of 
this ſtall, to which I find | 

RopexrT HeBLETHwaiT, preſented 
January 13, 1560. He died, and was 
ſucceeded by 

Joux LAxx, B. D. collated Septem- 
ber Sth, 1570. He died in 1580, and 
was ſucceeded b 

RoperT RoGt8s, B. D. collated No- 
vember 25, 1580. He died in 1595, being alſo 
archdeacon of Cheſter, and was ſucceeded by 

NaATHANIEL Dop, , A. M. collated 
anuary 17, 1595. He tne it, and 

as ſucceeded by 
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Tuomas Don, A. M. collated No- 
vember 10, 1607. He — it, and 
was ſucceeded by 
WILLIAM CASE, A. M. vicar of Over, 
and afterwards rector of St. Peter's, and 
vicar of St. Ofwald's, Cheſter, collated 
Auguſt 13, 1613. He died, and was 
buried in the cathedral, with this inſcrip- 
tion: | 


Hie fitus-eft- Gulielmuy Caſe, Subdecanus hujus 
Eccleſiæ, Prædicator eximius, Scriptor egregius, 


qui placide ac pie obitt Oct. 6. 1634. 


EssEx Crank ſucceeded, being col- 
lated October 6th,- 1634. He was rector 
of Tilſton and Dodleſton, and was alive 
in 1653, but died before 1660, for I 
find | 

THOMAS MaATtTLomry, S. T. P. preſent- 
ed July 30, 1660, to a prebend of 
Cheſter, he _ it 1662, His ſucceſſor 
Was 

WILLIAM FIIMER, A. M. vicar of 
Runcorn, collated July 25, 1664, of 
whom ſee an account among the arch- 
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deacons of Cheſter. His ſucceſſor was 
Joun Trans, A. M. collated April 
27, 1686, living 1723, urchdeacon of 
Cheſter, and rector of Northenden. He 
died in 1727, and was ſucceened by 
SAMUEL PRPTOER, LL. B. rector of 
Northenden and Tattenhall, warden of 
Mancheſter, archdeacon of Richmond, 
and afterwards LL. D. collated July 4th, 
1727. He died October 10, 1781, and 
was ſucceeded by | 
Journ Pearce, A. M. rector of Cod- 
dington, inſtalled October 30, 1781. 
Tux greater part of this cathedral as 
it now ſtands appears to have been er- 
ected in the reigns of Hen. VI, VII, 
and VIII; but principally in the reigns 
of the two laſt. The only parts of this 
ſtructure which bears the appearance of 
antiquity is a portion of the north tran- 
ſept and chapter houſe. The middle aile 
and tower was erected by the abbots 
Oldham, and Ripley, and was finiſhed 
by the latter the initials of whole 


* Pennant. 
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name is interlaced in eypber on the 
_—_— of ſome of the pillars. 

By the foundation: of arches ſpringing 
from the walls I ſuppoſe it to have been 
their intention to have yaulted the whole 
nave, or middle aile which being . left 
unfiniſhed has remained ſo ever ſince; 
there being no part of the church vault- 
ed but St. Mary's chapel and the ſide 
ailes adjoining to the choir. The body 
of the middle aile is ſupported by ſix 
ſharp-pointed ' arches; the columns are 
thick, ſurrounded by pilaſters with ſmall 
Founded capitals: above is a gallery, with 
a - neat ſtone baluſtrade, in the parts where 
it is entire, and a row of large and 
broad fronted windows. The beautiful 
entrance into this aile was begun in 1508 


and the firſt ſtone laid with much cere- 


mony. The window over the door ig 
filled with elegant tracery; and the door- 
caſe enriched with figures and other 
ſculptures. The deſcent into the church 


is down a multitude of ſteps; fo there 


is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the preſent was 


2. 


2. 
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on e foundation of the antient church; 
which had been on a level with the old 
ſtreets, which we know are many feet 
higher now than they were originally, by 
the acceſſion of rubbiſh and other ad- 
ventitious matters. On the ſouth ſide of 
the entrance into the middle aile is the 
conſiſtory court. 

Tag tower, which ande wan four 
maſſy pillars in the middle; was origi- 
nally deſign'd, as they have a tradition 
here, to ſupport a lofty ſpire: It is 127 


feet in height, and has in it five large 


bells, recaſt in 1604-5 in the, time of 
Biſhop Lloyd. The centre beneath is 
very much injured by a modern bell 
loft, which conceals a crown, work of 
ſtone, that would have a good effect 
was the loft taken down. 

Oven the entrance to the choir is a 
handſome organ, which fronting the 
middle alle and high-altar makes A grand 


ap pearance. 


Tae choir is very neat, and the go- 
thick tabernacle work over the ſtalls, 
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carried in a light and elegant manner, 
The arches in the galleries are divided 
by pretty flender pillars and were per- 
haps of a date prior to other —_ of 
the church, _ 

Tux biſhop's throne lands on a ſtone 
baſe, as remarkable for its ſculpture as 
its original uſe. Its form is an oblong 
ſquare; and each ſide moſt richly orna- 
mented with gothic carving, arches, and 
pinnacles. Around the upper part is a 
range of little images, deſigned to repre- 
ſent the kings and ſaints of the Mercian 
kingdom. Each held in one hand a ſcroll 
with the name inſcribed. Fanatic igno- 
rance mutilated many of the labels, as 
well as the figures; but the laſt were 
reſtored about the year 1748; but the 
workman, by an unlucky miſtake, has 
placed female heads on male ſhoulders, and 
| given manly faces to the bodies of the fair-ſex. 
At firſt, there were thirty-four figures, 
four are loſt; the remainder are faithful- 
ly deſcribed, and the hiſtory of each 
monarch and faint accurately given, in 


a little pamphlet, - publiſhed in 1749, 
by the worthy doctor William Cowper, 
who dedicated the profits for the uſe of 
the blue-coat hoſpital in this city. I beg 
leave to. diflent from the notion of this 
having been the ſhrine of St. Werburgh, 
as it is popularly called. It certainly 
was nothing more than the pedeſtal on 
which the real ſhrine, or, as the French 
call it, Ia chaſſe, which contained the 
ſacred reliques. Theſe are made of gold, 
filver, vermeile, i. e. filver gilt or ſome 
precious materials, and often enriched 
with gems of great value. They are of 
different forms, ſuch as churches, cabi- 
nets, &c, and, ſhould the relique be a 
head, or limb, the chaſe is made confor- 
mable to the ſhape of the part. Theſe 
are ſeated uſually conſpicuous on an eleva- 
ted place; and are always moveable, in 
order that they may be carried in pro- 
ceſſion, either in honor of the ſaint, or 
to divert ſome great calamity. Thus, in 
1180, the ſhrine of St. Werburgh was 
brought out to ſtop the rage of a fire 
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in this city, which for a ka time 
was | invincible by every other means 
but the approach of the holy remains 


inſtantly. proved their ſanctity, by put- 


ting an end to its furious deſolation. 

Orvostrg to the biſhop's throne is 
the. pulpit cloſe to which is the arch- 
deacun of Richmond's ſtall as is the 


archdeacon of Cheſter's adjoining to the 


throne: At the entrance of the choir 
on the right is the dean's ſtall on the 


left the chancellor s. There are twenty 


four ſtalls on each ſide; the ſouth 

terminated by the throne and the north 

by che pulpit. | 

_ » Iv the chancel are four ſtone Lalls 
for the officiating prieſts, with - carved 
| gothic work above, a receſs for pre- 

ſerving the reliques or the ſacred utenſils. 


Water in his travels through F rance 


and Italy, after mentioning the different 


pieces” of tapeſtry in the Vattican at 
Rome, ſays “ We have an altar - piece 

& in the | choir .. of Cheſter, after one. 
. «of. the * cartoons, (it is that of 
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4 Elymas the ſorcerer) which in my 
„ mind is much ſuperior to wy of 
© theſe.” 

THz window over the altar was 


adorned with curious painted glaſs, on 


which was repreſented, the deſcent of 
the Virgin Mary from the loins of Jeſe 
in the line of David. 

BeninD the. choir is the chapel of 
St. Mary, in which prayers are read 
every morning at ſix o'clock, In this 
chapel the martyr , George Marſh was 
tried and condemned, in the teign of 
Queen Mary. The length of the whole 
fabrick is 348 feet from eaſt to weſt; 
the breadth - of the middle and fide ailes 
are agreeable .to the height of the roof 


which is 73 feet. 


BeFokst I take leave of this part of 
the church, I muſt mention an impious 
dutrage committed at the high altar in 


1492, by a gentleman of Wales, who 


wounded almoſt to death one Patrick 
Fillings I ſuppoſe the officiating prieſt. 
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The church, as uſual, was immediately 
Toſpended, till a luſtration in order to 
purify it from the foul ſtain was perform- 
ed. The abbey was reconciled on St. 
Werburgh's day; the pariſn- church on 
that of St. Oſwald. | 

A impiety of this kind was commit- 
ted in the church of Notre Dame at 
Paris, in 1670. The ptieſt died of his 
wound; and expiation was made by order of 
the archbiſhop: public prayers were offer- 
ed up for forty hours in all the church- 
es; proceſſions made; a faſt of three 
days appointed. The whole terminated 
by a general (reparation) fatisfaction of 
injury by a grand proceſſion, in which 
the whole parliament aſſiſted. The ſtreets 
were covered with tapeſtry, and the 
avenues barred up with the chains to 
keep off the mob; and thus the place 
was reſtored to the diſcharge of the 
Ir is with a kind of horror I read in 
the zealous Fox, of an outrage of this 
fort 'committed in our own kingdom, in 
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the reign of queen Mary. The enthu- 
ſiaſt was taken, and puniſhed by the 
ftriking off the criminal hand, and by 
being burnt: yet the hiſtorian gives 
him a place among the more well-meaning 
ſufferers of that barbarous period. 
Ix its ſouth-aile is a tomb with a 
flowery croſs, that of an abbot; and an 
other of an altar-form, aſcribed to Henry 
IV. emperor of Germany, who accord- 
ing to a legendary tale, was ſaid to 
have eſcaped from his troubles, and to 
have reſided in Godſtall lane, in this 
city; to have died there; and to have 
been interred in the abby. It is very 
uncertain whether this great but calami- 
tous prince was ever in oux kingdom ; 
but it is very certain he finiſhed his days 
at Liege, in 1106, and was magnifi- 
cently interred in the cathedral of that 
city. 

Tux tranſepts are of unequal lengths. 
The ſouth is very large, dedicated to 
St. Oſwald, and is the pariſh- church 
of that name. This is ſaid. to have 
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ſtood on the firſt church of St. Peter 
and St. Paul; which was afterwakds 
changed to that of the Holy Trinity; 
and finally, to the name it now bears. 
On the rebuilding of the church, this 
aile was deſignedly enlarged, and allotted 
by the monks to the neighbouring in- 
habitants, who were for the moſt part 


their ſervants or tenants. At firſt, the 
religious wiſhed to have the whole. to 


themſelves, and on that account built, 


at a diſtance from this aile, a chapel 


Called St. Nicholas's, and endowed it 


with a vicarage, for the uſe of the laity; 


but afterwards, at the requeſt of the in- 
habitants, and by. compoſition between 
the mayor and abbot, about the year 
1488, they were reſtored to the uſe of 
the church of St. . which they 
ſtill retain. 

. Treg chapel falling into diſuſe, was 
W by the citizens, and convert- 
ed into their common- hall for diſpatch 


of buſineſs. In later times, ſince the 


building of the exchange, it has been 


_ Cheſter, 109 


Jn — . : . 
— — — • W ü — 


converted into -a magazine for wool, 
into a carrier's warehouſe, and part in- 
to a theatre, Ty N a Fi 
ry licenſe. 

Tarts walks of the cloiſters are en- 
tire; that to the ſouth was in ruins, 
but at the time of the repairing of the 
chapter houſe, the rubbiſh was taken 
away and the court made level; when 
the ſouth cloiſter was ſtanding, they were 
fquare, and extended a hundred feet 
every way. By the different arms on 
the roof of the remaining cloiſters, 
they appear to have been repaired at 
- ſeveral times; from the time of Ed- 
ward III, to that of Wolſey, whoſe 
arms, with thoſe of the ſee of York, 
with the cardinals cap, are allo to be 
ſeen here. NE | 

On the north ſide of the cloiſters 
ſtood the fratry; a vaſt room, which is 


now uſed as a free-ſchool, founded by 


Henry VIII, in the thirty-ſixth year of 


his reign, for twenty-four boys, who- 


are appointed by the dean and chapter; 


- * - 


8 


es cabal of 
— ——— 


who alſo ellect a chief and an under 


Ix a corner of the. eaſt ſide of the 
cloiſter, is a paſſage and ſtairs to the 


dormitary- alſo the ant.eat prieſt's cel. - 


lars and kitchens, On the ſame fide is 
a paſſage, formerly. called the maiden 
aile; the cloiſters open by two doors into 
the north aile of the cathedral, at the 
weſt. end of which, was an entrance 
into the abbacey or houſe of the antient 
abbots, on which place now ſtands the 
Biſhop's, palace an elegant pile of buil. 
Jing, built in the time of biſhop Keen; 
adjoining is à ſmall private chapel, be- 
longing to the palace, in the windows of 
which 1s ſome very beautiful painted glaſs. 


THE CHAPTER HOUSE. 


- 'THIS beautiful and venerable edifice 
ſtands in the eaſt walk of the cloifters * 
and was built, in all probability, in the 


x For the names of the ee interred here ſee 
the lift of abbots. 07” PP 
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time of Randle the firſt, Earl of Cheſter, 
who died in 1128. | 


THz veſtibule is arched, - ſupported by 
four columns, each ſurrounded with eight 


fender pilaſters without capitals, which 
converge near the top of the column, 
and ſpread over the roof. The dimen- 
ſions of this room are thirty-three feet 
four inches, by twenty-ſeven four; the 
height twelve feet nine. On the fides 
is a ſtone- ſeat for the attendants on the 
buſineſs of the chapter. 

THe chapter houſe is fifty feet long, 
twenty-ſix feet broad, and thirty-five 
feet high; at the upper end is a window, 
conſiſting of five lancet-ſhaped diviſions, 


and on each ſide is another of three. ' 
At the height of eight | feet and a half - 
from the floor, a narrow gallery runs 


along three parts of the room, divided 


from the windows, by a triplet of moſt. 


elegant, lofty, flender pillars. The roof 
is of ſtone; the ſprings of the arches 


' Which ſecure it, are ſupported by neat 
pilaſters with palmy capitals, 
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Tux modern book-caſes deform the 
lower parts of the room, as high as the 
bottoms of the windows. The walls, I 
conjecture, had been ornamented with 
Pilaſters, and had a ſtone-feat like that 
of the veſtibule. The entrance, both 
from the cloiſters and between the veſti- 
bule and the chapter houſe, are gothic; 
but apparently of a later ſpecies of 
architecture than either of thoſe rooms. 
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